Israeli troops wound 18 in Gaza 

OCCUPIED GAZA (R) Israeli soldiers shot and wounded an eight-year* 
oW boy and 17 other people at demonstrations in the occupied Gaza Strip 
Friday, Palestinians and police said. Medics at a United Nations cfinic eiM 
the boy was bitin the head in protests in Jabalya triggered by the death of. 

1 a Palesti ni an in Shite Hospital. Hospital records gave the cause of death of 
Ab Al Sbarafi, 25, as tearoas inhalation. Palestinians said the gas was fired 
by Israeli troops a week ago. An Israeli military source confirmed 
Sharafi’s death but said be was wounded in dashes with the army last 
week. An off-duty Israeli soldier shot and critically wounded a Palestinian 
who allegedly stoned his car in Arab East Jerusalem Friday, police said. 
Foike detained the soldier for questioning. Palestinians said Israeli 
soUkanJ used rockets to Mow up at least two houses in Gaza City where 
■they suspec t ed activists were hiding. The army confirmed six Pahstiniaxis 
arrived at hospital with injuries and said it was checking the other reports. 
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Somalis meet to discuss peace conference 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Representatives or Somalia's warlord factions 
began an eight-day meeting Friday in the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa to 
plan a March 15 reconciliation conference. Seven members make up the 
committee but they represent 15 armed factions, aligned with Mogadishu 
warlord Mohammad Fatah Aideed on the one hand and in a loose 
coalition with his rival militia chief Ali Mahdi Mohammad on the other. 
Before March 1 committee members said they would agree on an agenda 
and a list of participants in the conference, which aims to decide the 
political future of anarchic Somalia. The committee had to be set up 3ftcr 
1 1 days of peace talks sponsored by the United Nations and Ethiopia 
failed to come up with an agreement on participants. General Aideed 
refused to agree that smaller clan-based militias and a range of civilian 
figures such as elders and religious leaders should be allowed to have the 
same status at a peace conference as his own militarily powerful ethnic 
faction. It is not dear if the committee can persuade Gen. Aideed to stand 
down from his demands for the special powers he thinks he deserves for 
playing a major role in the alliance of militias that overthrew dictator 
Mohammad Siad Bane in January 1991. 
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King, Assad 
exchange views 

AMMAN (Petra) — HLs Majesty 
King Hussein Friday evening con- 
sulted with Syrian President 
Hafez Assad on the current Arab 
situation. Daring the telephone 
conversation, both leaders re- 
viewed the best means to consoli- 
date the Arab stand against chal- 
lenges being faced at present. 

Sayeh urges Clinton 
to be even-handed 

AMMAl (Petra) — Palestine 
National . jundl (PNC) Speaker 
Abdul Hamid Al Sayeh Friday 
called on the new American 
administration of Bill Clinton to 
follow a new even-handed policy 
in die Middle East. Sbeikh Sayeh 
also urged Washington to imple- 
ment United Nations resolutions 
fairly on all parties concerned 
without giving any preferential 
treatment to Israel at the expense 
of Arab rights. In a statement to 
Petra, Sheikh Sayeh said: “We do 
not want the new U.S. president 
to be hostile to Israel, but we 
want him to be fair in dealing 
with global issues and to give 
priority to the Palestine ques- 
tion/' Sheikh Sayeh said the 
Arabs “are looking with hope to 
President Clinton and expect him 
to apply justice to the Middle 
East and implement the U.N. 
resolutions against Israel with the 
same resolve and determination, 
demonstrated against others, so 
. that peace, stability and justice 
will prevail in the region/' 

Suspect acquitted 
of AUB bombing 

BEIRUT CAP) — A Beirut milit- 
ary court Friday acquitted a 
Shiite Muslim accused of bomb- 
ing the American University of 
Bonn (AUB) 14 months ago. 
The five-man tribunal cited “in- 
sufficient evidence” in the case 
against Jihad Khalil, 29, who was 
arrested a week after the Nov. 8, 
1991 bombing. One person was 
killed and eight wounded in the 
carbomb explosion that tore 
down the administration building 
and the clock tower of the Middle 
East's most prestigous university. 
The court also dismissed a charge 
against Khali! that he murdered 
his sister. Hayat, 25, a former 
AUB student, after the bombing. , 

Indian plane seized 
in brief hijack 

LUCKNOW, India (R) — A man 
reported to be seeking the release 
of imprisoned Hindu nation lists 
hijacked an Indian Airlines plane 
Friday but surrendered shortly 
afterwards, officials said. Airline 
officials said the plane was seized 
after leaving Lucknow, in north- 
ern India, for New Delhi carrying 
48 passengers. They said the man 
claimed to be carrying a bomb 
and threatened to blow up the 
aircraft. The plane returned to 
Lucknow 35 minutes after takeoff 
and the hijacker, identified as 
Satish Chandra Pandey, surren- 
dered, The Press Trust of India 
(PTT) news agency said Pandey 
had surrendered after speaking to 
Aral Behari Vajpayee, a leader of. 
the Hindu Nationalist Bharatya 
Janata Party (BJP). 

Famous Japanese 
novelist dies 

TOKYO (AP) — Kobo Abe, one 
of Japan's most prominent au- 
thors and a major influence on 
post-war Japanese literature, 
died Friday at a Tokyo hospital, 
the hospital said. He was 68. The 
hospital did not disclose his cause 
of death, but Kyodo News Ser- 
vice said he had entered the 
hospital Wednesday after suffer- 
ing a cerebral hemorrhage. A 
novelist and playwright, Mr. Abe 
was best known for his portrayal 
of modem man’s struggle against 
alienation and loss of identity in 
his 1962 novel “Woman in the 
Dunes.” His works often focused 
on the relationship between the 
hunter and the hunted and on the 
bleakness of modem urban life. 

Turk planes attack 
rebels in east 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish jets 
and helicopter gunships attacked 
separatists Kurdish guerrilla 
bases in eastern Turkey for the 
second successive day Friday, .a 
security official said. “The opera- 
tion is continuing today. But no 
dear result (on rebel casualties) 
has been received. We must wait 
for the operation to end,” arr 
official from the emergency rule 
government in Diyaibakir city 
told Renters by telephone. 


Confusion prevails in 
Iraqi- declared truce 

Baghdad denies violating ceasefire and U.S. report of 
attack, maintains conciliatory tone; more U.N. inspectors arrive 


Combined agency dispatches 

CONFUSION surrounded the 
status of an Iraqi-declared cease- 
fire in its confrontation with the 
American-led coalition forces 
Friday, with the U.S. saying its 
forces had fired missiles at Iraqi 
radar installations and Baghdad 
refuting the report. 

A second team of United Na- 
tions weapons inspectors arrived 
in Baghdad, one day after the 
first U.N. flight in one month 
landed m the Iraqi capital after 
receiving clearance from the 
Baghdad .authorities. 

The U.S. report on the missile 
incident said Iraqi surface-to-air 
missile radar had tried . to track a 
U.S. F-4G fighter and an F-16 
flying over the northern “no-fly” 
zone near the city of Mosul. 

The F-4G fired two missiles, 
U.S. officials said. 

It was the second such incident 
in two days following the cease- 
fire declaration by the Iraqi gov- 
enment late Tuesday in a show of 
“goodwill” to the new adminis- 


tration of President Bill Clinton. 

But Iraq said it had no missile 
batteries in the area where the 
United States said Friday’s attack 
took place. 

“There is no SAM-? or any 
other type of anti-aircraft battery 
east of Mosul." a foreign ministry 
spokesman said. 

“We think that today’s incident 
is a fabricated one which was 
aimed at provocation/' be added. 

At first Reuters erroneously 
interpreted the spokesman as 
meaning that U.S. planes did not 
attack Friday. 

The United States said its 
planes attacked an anti-craft mis- 
sile site about 24 kilometres east 
of the city of Mosul and 30 
kilometres north of. the 36th Para- 
llel. 

The parallel is the southern 
limit of the “no-fly” zone which 
the United States and its allies 
have imposed in the north. 

“The first Harm missile 
apparently failed tcfneutralise the 
radar and the second missile was 
fired after continued radar track- 


ing,” said a statement from the 
U.S. European command, based 
in Stuttgart. 

“Hie Iraqi action was a dear 
threat to the coalition task force 
aircraft," it added, confirming 
earlier reports from Defence De- 
partment officials in Washington. 

The command said no assess- 
ment of damage to the Iraqi site 
was available. 

“First indications are that the 
missiles app a rently missed the 
target," a U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment official said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. “We 
don’t know why that happened,” 
be said. 

The source said the Harm mis- 
sile is supposed to follow the 
radar signal into the target. The 
official said that one posable 
reason for the miss was that the 
radar signal coining from the 
Iraqi installation was not strong 
enough. 

The White House said. Presi- 
dent Clinton would not soften his 
hard-fine stance towards Iraq, 
and U.S. military jets will con- 


tinue to respond to any threat 
against them from Iraqi air de- 
fences. 

“The president is prepared to 
hold firm with Iraq. They must 
comply with all the U.N. resolu- 
tions/’ Clinton spokesman 
George Stephanopoukx said. 

“As yon know, similar to the 
situation yesterday, if the Iraqis 
take hostile action against the 
American pilots they will re- 
spond," Mr. Stephanopoulos said 
at a regular White House brief- 
ing. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Saeed Al Sahhaf, mean- 
while, summoned foreign ambas- 
sadors Friday and told them that 
Iraq bad not provoked Thurs- 
day’s attack and had noit violated 
the ceasefire. 

Mr. Sahhaf described Thurs- 
day's incident as “an irresponsi- 
ble action on the patt of the 
American side.” 

“It clearly seems that some 
forces harbouring bad intentions 

(Continued on page 5) 



Israel hopes it has 
stalled U.N. sanctions 


Palestinian expellees stranded in South Lebanon stage a march Friday 
towards Lebanese army fines to present petitions to the work! 
community to force the Israeli occupation authorities to allow their 
return home (AFP photo) 

Beirut allows British 
airlift of evictees 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel said 
Friday it hoped to delay any U.N. 
Security Council action against its 
expulsion of more than 400 
Palestinians to Lebanon until af- 
ter its high court rales' on the 
legality of the move. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's spokesman said if the 
court ordered the expellees be 
allowed to return, the govern- 
ment would comply. 

“What I can say is Israel is 
interested and would refer that 
the Security Council would not 
convene before the decision of 
the high court,” Gad Ben-Ari 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Lebanon Friday 
agreed to a British offer to airlift 
back to Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies Palestinian evictees who have 
fallen ill or who Israel says were 
mistakenly expelled, government 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, the 413 Palesti- 
nians, stranded at a tent camp in 
icy South Lebanon with little 
food and medicine, marched to- 
wards Lebanese lines to show 
suppoft for Beirut’s decision not 
to take them in or send them 
supplies. 

Israel expelled the Palestinians 
on Dec. 17 alleging they were 
Islamic fundamentalist activists 
but Lebanon refused to accept 
them 

“Lebanon has agreed to let 
British helicopters fly to the de- 
portees 1 camp and take the sick 
and nine wrongly expelled as long 
as they don’t take aid in and don’t 
fly over our liberated land,” a 
government source told Reuters 
in Beirut. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Thursday the 
■helicopters could be used to re- 
turn evictees who have falen ill or 
those Israel says were expelled by 
mistake as long as aid workers 
were allowed to visit the group as 
whole. 

The Lebanese sources said the 
helicopters, based in Cyprus, 
should land in Israel and fly to the 
camp over die Jewish state’s self- 
styled “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

A spokesman for Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said Mr. 
Hurd’s statement did not involve 
Israel. 

“I don’t think we can expect a 
request from the British. They 


will contact the Red Cross,” 
spokesman Oded Ben-Ami said. 
“Our approval for the ICRC to 
do this stands.” 

Asked about Lebanon's 
acceptance of Mr. Hurd’s offer, 
he said Israel's position was un- 
changed. 

"What should I say? We’ve 
long approved the Red Cross 
going there,” Mr. Ben-Ami said. 

The evictees* leader, Abdul 
Aziz Al Rantisi, asked about the 
British offer before Lebanon's 
approval , said: “We would prefer 
that they pressure Israel to abide 
by Resolution 799 and hope they 
will not do anything to shift the 
world attention from the central 
problem of our return.*' 

Dr. Omar Farwana, head of 
the evictees’ medical team, said 
11 exiles needed hospitalisation. 

Sources, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, told the AP that 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri con- 
veyed Lebanon's position to Brit- 
ish Ambassador Maeve Fort, who 
had informed him of Mr. Hurd’s 
proposal. 

ICRC chief delegate in Leba- 
non Bernard Pfefferle withheld 
comment on the effort. 

The ICRC, using a U.N.- 
provided helicopter, evacuated a 
young evictee to bis West Bank 
home town of Hebraon and 
another suffering from kidney fai- 
lure to a hospital in the “security 
zone” Jan. 9. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin last week gave the ICRC 
the green light to organise 
another mission, but Mr. Pfef- 
ferle said the United Nations was 
reluctant to provide a helicopter. 

Meanwhile, t he evicteees mar- 
ched from their camp early in the 
(Contin u ed on page 5) 


“The prime minister said 
already whatever the court de- 
cides of course binds the gov-, 
eminent.. -if there would be an 
order of the court to get them 
back, we’ll get them back,” he 
said. 

“It all depends on the decision 
and its wording/’ 

Mr. Ben-Ari declined to con- 
firm a report in Israel’s Haaretz 
daily newspaper that the govern- 


ment had asked die United States 
to delay the council convening. 

The high court allowed the 
expulsions of the alleged Islamic 
fundamentalist activists on Dec. 
17. It said it would rale later on 
the legality of not allowing 
appeals, as customary, before the 
banishment. No decision is ex- 
pected before Monday. 

• The evictees have been trapped 
in South Lebanon for five weeks. 
Lebanon refuses to accept them, 
saying it will not be a dumping 
ground for Israel (see separate 
story). 

A third mission to Israel by a 
U.N. envoy since the Security 
Council condemned the expul-' 
sion and demanded it be reversed 
on Thursday failed to budge 
Israel. Envoy Cbinmaya 
G bare khan said the council bad 
run out of patience. 

Arab states, saying there is a 
double standard in the treatment 
of Israel and Iraq, have deman- 
ded unprecedented U.N. sanc- 
tions against Israel. 


Egypt seen angry over 
Sudan’s approach to U.N. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt has re- 
sumed media attacks on Sudan 
and is asserting practical control 
over a disputed border area be- 
cause Sudan took the row to the 
United Nations. Western diplo- 
mats said Friday. 

Cairo's semi-official Al Ahram 
newspaper devoted a scathing 
front-page editorial to Khar- 
toum’s “useless,” rulers and Al 
Gombooria announced a team of 
Egyptian doctors would visit the 
Halaib triangle Monday to give 
out free drags. 

The two countries, also at log- 
gerheads over Sudan’s Islamic 
government, have disputed the 
remote stretch of desert for over 
a year bat diplomats said Sudan 
-escalated the row by complaining 
to the U.N. last month that Egypt 
had used force. 

“As a diplomatic move, it has 
really backfired- ... Egypt sees it 
as severe provocation to take it 
outside the Arab family,” one 
Cairo-based diplomat said. 

Egypt, in an angry letter of its 
own to the U.N. Security Coun- 
ci], rejected Sndan’s charges that 
Egyptian troops crossed into 
Sudan in early December. Both 
sides have sought to involVe di- 

f ilomatic allies in the fray in the 
ast few days. 

A senior Syrian diplomat vi- 
sited Khartoum last week in what 
Egyptian diplomats said was an 
attempt to persuade Sudan to 


attend a bilateral meeting on the 
issue in Cairo. 

Iran implicitly backed Sudan 
during a visit by Sudanese Fore- 
ign Minsiter Ali Sahloul to 
Tehran on Friday, saying Sudan's 
territorial integrity must be main- 
tained. 

A committee of the two neigh- 
bours, which met twice on the 
issue last year, had been due to 
meet , earlier this month but 
Sudanese diplomats said Khar- 
toum was not interested in discus- 
sing the problem bilaterally after 
Egypt had taken over the area on 
the ground. 

Last week Khartoum decided 
to nationalise about 20 elite 
schools in Sudan run by Cairo for 
decades, with over 10,000 puf s. 
Sudan said it was surprised by 
Egyptian protests over the deci- 
sion, which was not anti-Egyptian 
but part of a wider education 
policy. 

“After all this cooperation, ev- 
ery Egyptian and Sudanese must, 
ask what (Sudanese Head of 1 
State Omar Hassan) Al Bashir's 
government is trying to do to 
relations ” Al Ahram editor Ibra- 
him Nafie said, listing Egypt’s 
help to Sudan in the past. 

“But whatever the useless do, 
their attempts to divide toe two 
peoples will hot succeed,” he 
added. 


King 
receives 
Juan Carlos’ 
message 

AQABA (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Friday 
received a written message 
from King Juan Carlos of 
Spain. The message was deli- 
vered to King Hussein by 
Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier So lan a, who was re- 
ceived here by King Hussein. 

The King and Mr. Solana 
reviewed bilateral relations 
and the Middle East peace 
process. 

King Hussein stressed Jor- 
dan's firm position and its com- 
mitment to establishing a just, 
comprehensive and honour- . . 
able peace in the region. 

* King Hussein and Mr. Sola- 
na also discussed crisis sparked 
by Israel’s Dec. 17 expulsion of 
over 400 Palestinians and both 
stressed the need to solve it in 
accordance with U.N. Security 



His Majesty King Hussein Friday receives Spanish Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana at Aqaba (Petra photo) 


Council Resolution 799. 

The audience was attended 
by Foreign Minister Kamel 
Abu Jaber, the Jordanian 
ambassador to Spain and the 
Spanish ambassador to Jordan 
as well as members of the 
delegation accompanying Mr. 
Solana. 

“I am very pleased with the 
conversation I had with £Jis 
Majesty King Hussein,” the 


Spanish foreign minister said 
following the meedng. 

“He had given a very intelli- 
gent vision of what is going on 
in this region of the world and 
what is the step that should be 
taken in order to solve the 
problem that for so many years 
have (existed) here in this re- 
gion,” he said in a statement to 
Jordan Television. 

(See related story on page 3) 


Israel rejects Arafat appeal 
says no dealings with PLO 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — A 
statement from Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin’s office said Fri- 
day Israel still would boycott 
ialks with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) and re- 
fuse it a direct role in Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

The statement quoted by the 
Itim news agency was in response 
to a dramatic appeal by PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat on Israel 
Television Thursday night for 
Israelis and Palestinians “to forge 
a brave peace.” 

“The prime minister’s position 
remains the same, by which the 
negotiations will be conducted 
only with the Palestinian peace 
talks delegation, and the PLO in 
Tunis is not a party to the nego- 
tiations,” the statement said. 

Mr. Arafat was interviewed by 
telephone from the PLO head- 


quarters in Tunis, appearing with 
Israeli peace crusader Abie 
Nathan who flew to meet Mr. 
Arafat the day after the Israeli 
parliament abolished a law ban- 
ning contacts with the PLO. 

Mr. Nathan, also interviewed 
on the television, said Mr. Arafat 
wanted to meet with Mr. Rabin 
“anywhere in the world/’ 

The parliament’s repeal Tues- 
day of a 1986 “anti-terror” 
amendment meant Israelis could 
no longer be prosecuted or jailed 
up to three years for meetings 
with the PLO. Mr. Nathan was 
imprisoned twice under the Law.' 

On the surface, the parliament 
decision opened the door to con- 
tacts between Israel and its arch 
Middle East rival. 

But the statement from Mr. 
Rabin’s office made dear his 
government would maintain its 


diplomatic boycott of the PLO. 

But the boycott has not denied 
the PLO an indirect role in peace 
talks. Since October-1992, Israel 
has been negotiating in U.S.- 
backed peace talks with Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies who say they represent the 
PLO. 

“I call once again on the prime 
minister, Mr. Rabin, and his gov- 
ernment to agree to a meeting of 
the courageous, in order to estab- 
lish a courageous peace.” Mr. 
Arafat said on Israel Television 
Thursday. 

Mr. Nathan phoned Israel 
Television and handed the receiv- 
er to Mr. Arafat. The PLO lead- 
er's taped statement was aired on 
a weekly news programme. 

(Continued on page 3 ) 


Rabin says 
he wants 
peace in 
Arab TV 
interview 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
appealed for peace in his first 
television interview for direct 
broadcast to the Arab World. 

“I feel that too much wrong teas 
been done in the past. The time 
has arrived to find a solution to 
this conflict/' Mr. Rabin said in 
the one-half hour interview. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman Gad 
Ben-Ari said Friday tbe interview 
was the first the prime minister 
granted to an Arab television 
network, the London-based Mid- 
dle East Television. He also said 
Rabin had given interviews to 
London-based Arabic newspap- 
ers. 

“We are attempting to reach 
ont to a wide Arab population to 
explain the Israeli position in a 
direct way. I think we managed to 
break another small taboo," Mr. 
Ben-Ari told the Associated 
Press. 

The interview was broadcast 
Thursday m Arab countries, and 
die AP wasrsbown a tape Friday. It 
was conducted in English by the 
network’s Jerusalem bureau 
chief, Maher Shalabi, and John 
Sweeny, a London editor, and 
shown with Arab subtitles. 

The interview was broadcast 
the same night as a rare Israel 
Television interview with Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
but Mr. Rabin's office said Friday 
Israel would still refuse to include 
the PLO in peace talks. 

In the interview recorded Jan. 
17, Mr. Rabin sought to diffe- 
rentiate between his government 
and that of former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, whose Likud 
bloc was defeated by Labour 


Clinton averts early 
clash with Senate 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Getting a fast baptism in the 
rigours of Washington politics. 
President Bill Clinton Friday 
backed away from an early show- 
down with Congress by quickly 
accepting the withdrawal of Zoe 
Baird as his nominee for attorney 
general. 

Mr. Clinton, inaugurated 
Wednesday as the 42nd U.S. 
president, suffered an embarras- 
sing setback when Democratic 
political support for Mr. Baird 
crumbled over her hiring of illeg- 
al aliens as household help (see 
page 8). 

As the new White House team 
tried to settle in after five days of 
inaugural celebrations, Mr. Clin- 
ton’s wife, Hillary, appeared to 
be emerging as a major power 
broker. 

New White House Press 
Secretary Dee Dee Myers told 
reporters Mrs. Clinton would 
have an office in the West Wing, 
where most White House policy 
work is done, and would focus on 
domestic policy, including health 
care. 

The blow over the withdrawal 
of Ms. Baird's nomination was 
softened for Mr. Clinton by the 
swift confirmation of 18 other 
nominees for cabinet posts and 
othe top-tier jobs. 

In a White House ceremony 
Friday that Mr. Clinton attended. 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Wil- 
liam Rehnquist formally swore in 
16 cabinet officers and senior 
officials. 

“Fm deeply gratified to the 
United States Senate for their 
quick confirmation of 18 
nominees only two days after the 
inauguration." Mr. Clinton said 
at the ceremony.” The Senate 
acted with historic dispatch be- 
cause it recognises that our nation 
needs action now on our prob- 
lems." 

The nominations made by Mr. 
Clinton included: 


Warren Christopher, of Cali- 
fornia, to be secretary of state; 
(sworn in Thursday); Lioyd 
Bentsen to be secretary of the 
treasury; Les Aspin to be secret- 
ary of defence; Bruce Babbitt to 
be secretary of the interior; Mike 
Espy, of Mississippi, to be secret- - 
ary of agriculture; Ronald H. 
Brown to be secretary of com- 
merce; Robert B. Reich to be 
secretary of labour; Donna ' E. 
Shalala to be secretary of health 
aj/ human services; Henry G. 
Qsntros to be secretary of hous- 
ing and urban development; 
Federico Pena to be secretary of 
transportation; Hazel Rollins 
O’Leary to be secretary of ener- ■ 
gy; Richard W. Riley to be 
secretary of education; Jesse 
Brown to be secretary of veterans 
affairs; Madeleine Korbel 
Albright to be the representative 
of the United States of America 
to the United Nations; Carol M. 
Browner to be administrator of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency; Michael Kantor to be 
United States trade representa- 
tive; and Leon E. Panetta to be 
director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget. 

Under the ethics rules spelled 
out in Mr. Clinton's first execu- 
tive order,. the senior officials of 
his administration are prohibited 
from lobbying the departments or 
agencies they head for five years 
after they leave office. 

They also have a lifetime ban 
on representing foreign govern- 
ments. 

Friday, Mr. Clinton planned to 
act (Mi executive orders expand- 
ing abortion rights. The date was 
the the 20th anniversary of the 
supreme court ruling that legal- 
ised abortion. 

One order ready for his signa- , 
tore was to lift restrictions on / 
abortion counselling at federally / 
.financed dinics. Another would/ 
end die ban on medical research 
using fetal tissue from abortion? 


Middle East News 


Bush aide says U.S. backed 
coup attempts in.Baghdad 


WASHINGTON (R) — George 
Bush has urged governments 
around the world to support 
efforts to oust Saddam Hussein, 
and the tomeer president’s top 
security aide admitted Washing- 
ton had backed coup attempts 
against the Iraqi leader. 

In a five-page report to Con- 
gress released hours before Bill 
Clinton took over the White 
House, Mr. Bush said President 
Saddam continues to defy terms 
of the 1991 Gulf war ceasefire. 

He urged world leaders to sup- 
port opposition groups trying to 
topple the Iraqi leader — whose 
challenges to Mr. fensh led to 
allied 'air strikes against Iraq in 
the final days of the president’s 
term. 

“We continue to support the 
efforts of the Iraq National Con- 
gress to develop a broad-based 
alternative to the Saddam reg- 
ime," said Mr. Bush. 

"We encourage other govern- 
ments to do the same,” said Mr. 
Bush. “The Congress espouses a 


national security adviser, admit- 
ted in an interview published 
Wednesday that the administra- 
tion had backed coup attempts 
against President Saddam and 
came “pretty dose” to succeed- 
ing at one point. 

Mr. Scoweroft told the 
Waashingtou Post newspaper 
that Washington supported a plot 
to topple President Saddam last 
summer but that it was thwarted 
by “one of the 'most efficient 
security systems in the world” put 
together by President Saddam. 

He said the Bush administra- 
tion was careful not to violate a 
ban that prohibits U.S. leaders or 
their operatives from engaging in 
any act that would lead to the 
assassination of a foreign head of 
state. 


future Iraq baed on the principles 
of political pluralism, territorial 
unity and full compliance with all 
the U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions.” 

Mr. Clinton has supported Mr. 
Bush's tough stand against Presi- 
dent Saddam and during an inter- 
view with CBS said “it is almost 
inconceivable that we can have 
good relations with Iraq with him 
there.” 

“He has given no indication 
that he is capable of being a 
reliable member of the commun- 
ity of nations,” Mr. Clinton said 
of the Iraqi leader. 

Brent Scoweroft, Mr. Bush’s 


He said, however, that Bush 
officials believed they could fos- 
ter a new foreign government 
that did not violate the U.S. ban 
“if you do it the right way.” 
Mr. Scoweroft offered no de- 
tails on the plot to overthorw 
President Saddam, but indicated 
that it involved members of Iraq’s 
powerful military establishment. 

He told the newspaper the Un- 
ited States was not directly in- 
volved in the coup attempt but 
made it dear to the backers that 
they would receive full American 
support if they were successful. 


Schwarzkopf: Point made 


Retired General Norman 
Schwarzkopf said Wednesday 
that recent U.S. air strikes 
against Iraq had “made the 
point” for now but cautioned that 


President diaddam will remain a 
problem. 

“He is going to keep doing 
what he has been doing, so we 
can’t afford to pull out of 
Kuwait,” said the leader of the 
allied assault that ousted Iraqi 
forces from the emirate in the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said the Ira- 
qi president wiD continue to “pro- 
voke problems" along the border 
separating bis country from 
others m the oil-rich Gulf. 

But asked about the recent air 
strikes, he said enough has been 
done. 

. . “We have made the point. 

I They (Iraqis) are complying with 
the resolutions of. the United 
Nations, so we accomplished 
what we set out to do,” said Gen. 
Schw ar z k opf, adding this was his 
military assessment, not a politic- 
al statement. 

He made the comments during 
an interview preceding a fund- 
raising luncheon for the Boys and 
Girls dob of Palm Beach Coun- 
ty- 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said it was 
u nf o rt u nate one of the U.S. mis- 
siles fired at Iraqi military targets 
Sunday was knpeked off course 
by anti- airc r aft fire and struck 1 
near a Baghdad hotel where three 
people were killed. 

“It was an accident. The terri- 
ble, thing about war is that peo- 
ple get killed.” said Gen. 
Sc h warz k opf, who described him- 
self as “one of those guys who 
would much rather have peace 
than war. We should do all we 
can (diplomatically) before we 
get involved in one.” 


Clinton backs force to compel Iraq’s 
compliance with U.N. resolutions 


WASHINGTON US LA — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton Thursday back- 
ed the use of force to compel 
Iraq's compliance with United 
Nations resolutions. 

Questioned about the attack on 
an Iraqi air defence installation in 
the northern “no-fly" zone, Mr. 
Clinton said he did not want to 
comment, except to say that he 
intended to follow his predeces- 
sor’s policy of backing the United 
Nations. 

"We’re going to adhere to our 
policy,’-’ Mr. Clinton told repor- 
ters during a photo session with 
his senior White House staff. 
“We're going to stay with our 
policy. It's the American policy.” 

Two U.S aircraft, while escort- 
ing a French reconnaissance 
plane 13 kilometres southwest of 
Mosul, attacked the anti-aircraft 
site after the battery’s radar lock- 
ed onto the French aircraft. A 
U.S. F-4G fired a Harm missile, 
which hones in on radar signals, 
and a second U.S. plane, an F-16 
fighter- bomber, dropped two 
cluster bombs on the site. ’Hie 
extent of damage was not im- 
mediately known. Pilots consider 
'it a hostile act if radar “paints” 
their aircraft with its beam, or 
'locks-on to the plane. “Painting” 
and "locking-on” are preliminar- 
ies to firing anti-aircraft missiles. 

In his inaugural address, Mr. 
Clinton promised the United 
Stales “would not shrink from 
challenges” abroad during his te- 
nure. “When our vital interests 
are challenged.” he said, “or the 
will and conscience of the inter- 
national community is defied, we 
will act — with peaceful diploma- 
cy whenever possible, with force 
when necessary.” 

Clinton spokesman George 
Slephanopoulou' ■ 1 out 

that the attack “was n-ioistcit: 
with previous practice, and Presi- 
dent Clinton supports it.” 

Mr. Stephanopoulos, Mr. Gin- 
ion’s director of communications, 
avoided characterising Iraq's mo- 
tives in turning on the radar set. 
but he added, "We continue to 
hold the position that they must 



Iraq’s ambassador to the UJV_ Nfzar Bamdon Wednesday watches a 
fine broadcast of JJ.S. President Bifl CUnton’s inauguration (AFP 
photo) 


comply with all U.N. resolu- 
tions.” Mr. Stephanopoulos said 
Mr. Clinton had approved “past 
practices’' in reacting to Iraq’s 
activity, rather than approving 
specific acts; “We expect to con- 
tinue that," be added. 

The U.S. position, be said, is 
the same as stated “many, many' 
times: We expect full compliance 
with U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions. As far as the military 
situation goes, we will continue 
the past practices.” 

Asked if the Russian demand 
that the United States seek speci- 
fic Security Council approval for 
military action compromises the 
international consensus on Iraq, 
Mr. Stephanopoulos replied, 
“We think the coalition is 
strong." 

He said the president is “en-_ 
| cou raged" that U. N. monitors 
had been able “to return to Iraq 
and to continue their work” of 
discovering and dismantling 
Baghdad’s weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Richard Boucher told 
reporters that President Clinton 
and Secretary of State Warren 
.Christopher have both made 


dear “their full determination to 
see that Iraq complies with U.N. 
resolutions” and that U.S. pilots, 
when threatened by Iraq over the 
no-fly zones, “will respond as 
necessary.” 


Mr. Christopher told reporters 
earlier in the day that “the Un- 
ited States intends to protect our 
pilots in the no-fly zone.” 

“The Iraqis know perfectly 
well what it takes to comply with 
U.N. resolutions and the estab- 
lishment of the no-fly zones," he 
said before a meeting with Afri- 
can National Congress leader 
'Nelson Mandela. 

“I dank what happened today 
(Thursday) is a reflection of the 
determination that the Clinton 
administration will have in that 
.area,” he added. When Iraqi 
'rader “iPmnmates our pilots, we 
are going to protect our pilots.” 
Mr. Boucher emphasised that 
the United States consulted with 
Fracne before launching the 
January 17 cruise missile attack 
atamst an Iraqi nuclear fabrica- 
tion plant. The attack was in 
response to continued Iraqi viola- 
tions of the U.N. resolutions on 
the no-fly rones. 
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World scholars decry i 
Muslim' fundamentalist^ 


ABORTED EFFORT: More than 200 Palesii- was thwarted when the Israeli array blocked the 
Thursday carry supplies to the 413 Patesti- marchers from crossing into South Lebanon (AFP 
naan evictees stranded in Sntk Lebanon. The bid photo) 


AIDS-like disease kills 60,000 in Sudan 


NAIROBI (R) — An AIDS-like 
wasting disease has killed 60,000 
people in an area of southern 
Sudan cut off by civil war from 
outside medical help, U.N. and 
relief sources said Friday. 

“They call it the killing disease. 
Whole families, villages have 
been wiped out and we’ve seen 
this with our own eyes,” said a 
medical relief agency worker. 

The disease, Kala-azar or 
visceral leishmaniasis, is spread 
by parasite-infected sandflies that 
five in acacia forests along 
flooded rivers. Symptoms include 
weight loss and fever. 

“The symptoms are like AIDS. 
■Your immune system breaks 
down and you die of other infec- 
tions," the medical worker said. . 

Kala-azar has been diagnosed 
in different parts of the world 
from southern France to India, 


tut the worst epidemics have 
probably broken out m Africa, 
medical officials said. 

Relief officials estimate in-’ 

1983. 85.000 people lived in Para- 
yang, a remote area on the Bahr 
A1 Ghazal Nile River tributary 
830 kilometres southwest of the 
capital Khartoum. 

Last week a U.N. relief team 
visited Parayang, which is usually 
inaccessible due to fighting be- 
tween rebel factions and pro- 
govenunent militias. After Inter- 
viewing residents they estimated 

60.000 had died of the disease. 

“Kala-azar is definitely to 

blame. People were in a very bad 
state. They said the didn't know if 
they were still going- to be alive 
next month," said Rob Hadley, a 
Nairobi-based official of the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 


^^^Yetooking at about 60,000 
people dead ” said Mr. Hadley, 
adding that until 1989 the popula- 
tion was believed to have been 
stable. 


Mr. Hadley said the dinka and 
Nuer tribesmen of Parayang bad 
been unable to escape from the 
area because they were hemmed 
in by a battlefront between rebels 
and government force to the 
north and the Sud, the world’s 
largest swamp, to the sooth. • 

To escape raids by rival tribes- 
men or militias — who are still 
reported to capture people from 
the area to sell them into slavery 
— tfic people of Parayang often j 
sleep in the forest where they are 1 
infected by sandflies, relief offi- 
cials said. 
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Iraq insists cruise-hit 
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Afghan aid 


NEW YORK (USIA) — U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
has issued an urgent appeal for 
$138.1 million to meet emergency 
humanitarian needs in Afghanis- 
tan. 

‘‘The severe hardships faced by I 
large sections of the Afghan ' 
population in an environment de- 
vastated by 14 years of war must 
be of priority concern to the i 
international community,” Dr. 1 
Ghali said Thursday. 

The secretary general said that 
during 1992, despite adverse con- 
ditions, over 1-5 million refugees 
retained to Afghanistan and up 1 
to two million are expected to : 
follow in 1993. He said they most 
deal with harsh winter weather, a 
collapsed infrastructure, the 
threat of numerous land mines, 
and a lack of adequate food, 
shelter and health facilities. 

The appeal covers the needs of 
the most vulnerable sections of 
the population from January to 
September 1993 and focuses on 
what the United Nations calls 
“life-sustaining" actions that in- 
clude mine clearance; providing 
food, water, nteScraes. seeds, ■ 
fertilizer and insecticides; and re- 
pairing sanitation facilities and 
agricultural irrigation systems. 

A U.N. spokesman said that 
the secretary-general was placing 
special emphasis tin Afghanis- 
tan’s needs, because the U.N.’s 
humanitarian aid efforts are in. 
“real peril.” Th* U.N*s 1992 
appeal for Afghanistan raised 
only $85 million of the $180 mil- 
lion needed. 

Under-secretary General Jan 
Eliasson said that “the humanita- 
rian assistance provided by the 
United Nations will remain essen-, 
tial in 1993." 


IRAQ'S MINISTER of Industry 
Amir Al Saadeh says that the Al- 
Nida machine tool factory which 
was reduced to rubble by Son- 
day’s U.S. cruise missile attack 
on Baghdad was “struck by 40 
missiles;'' tire original U.S. claim 
was “37,” later revised downward 
to 27. The m inister, a chemical 
engineer who took his BSc and 
Pbd degrees at the University of 
Surrey, is responsible for the 
(riant. 

The factory, located in the Zaf- 
ranieh quarter, was not a “nuc- 
lear installation” as claimed by 
the U.S. but a plant for manufac- 
turing “precision machine tools,” 
Dr. Saadeh, the only member of 
the government who is not a 
member of the ruling Baath Par- 
ty, told this correspondent. 

“It was a general purpose plant 
housing very sophisticated equip- 
ment” to manufacture “compo- 
nents for electrical generators, 
the petrol chemical industry and* 
other uses,” be said. 

Of course, it was a dual- 
purpose plant with both military 
and dvilisui production potential, 
he said. “Since the end of the 
Iran war its production had been' 
for the civilian sector. It had been 
inspected on five occasions by 
U.N. inspectors, the latest visit 
being in November 1992. The 
inspection team knew every sing- 
le machine, every single item in 
the plant.” 

The U.S.-led coalition missed 
the Zafranieh plant in 2992 be- 
cause it “had no foreign parti- 
cipation" in its construction and 
operations. Plants which did were 
destroyed or damaged in coali- 
tion raids, be said. “That should 
be a lesson for the Third World.” 

The Zafranieh plant provided 
many of the components for tbs 
reconstruction of the “baby milk 
plant” bombed by the coalition in 


1991. Thebaby milk ptantVre- 
building Kts completed last week, 
and it was* 'reopened Thursday. 

“The plant (at Zafranieh) was 
in production until Jan. 17,” the 
minister asserted. “I am very 
worried about the fate of a large, 
pump for a fertiliser plant which 
was taken there also Jan. 17 for’ 
repair. I hope to find the pump 
beneath the rubble. Its loss wfll 
reduce our fertiliser production 
capacity. The destruction of Ibis 
facility will not stop ns but it will 
hinder us in our drive to meet our 
agricultural requirements.” In 
1991 Iraq launched a programme 
to become self-sufficient m food- 
stuffs, 70 per cent being imported 
before tiie coalition's war. 

The remaning cruise missiles 
launched from U.S. ships in the | 
Gulf and the Red Sea landed at ] 
four locations: The village of Tel 
Al Zalat near Mosul in the north- 
ern Nineveh province, the Kara- 
da and Hay Amil residential 
quarters in Baghdad and the lux- 
ury Al Rashid Hotel, where the 
lobby was gutted and windows 
shattered to the seventh floor in 
the multi-storied structure. 

Two women — a reception 
clerk and a Jordanian guest — 
were killed at the hotel and a 
number of people injured. 

Dr. Saadeh said that the Al 
Rashid Hotel bad been a poten- 
tial “target” of the coalition ever 
since 1991. “A big expensive 
target, the most famous hotel” in 
Iraq’s capital city, “is a symbol to 
the people.” 

Sunday's cruise attack had 
taken “months of preparation,” 
the minister stated. “The missile 
which struck the hotel had been 
programmed with its image... It. 
took two hours for the missiles to 
travel from launch to target.” • 


The writer has just returned from; 
a week-long visit to Iraq. 
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CAIRO (R) — Scholars from 
moderate Islamic 'countries 
Thursday denounced Muslim fun- 
dnoentaSsti .. threatening their 
governments as deviators from 
true fdam . 

A declaration issued at the 
end of a three-day conference in 
Oiro stride “The confer ence de- 
nounces any deviation from the 
correct Islamic concepts. .. includ- 
ing violence and terrorism.” 

The declaration adopted by 
more than 35 rehgfous ministers 
and 100 scholars from Arab, 
Asian and African Muslim coun- 
tries urged Muslims to spread 
Mam through peaceful means 
rather than violence. 

It called on M&Km countries 
to settle their disputes through 
negotiation rather than military 
action. 

"The meeting urges scholars to 
provide more care to Muslim 
youth and consolidate their belief 
m Islamic values and principles to 
confront perverted trends of 
thoughts,” it said. 

The religious leaders began 
their meeting Tuesday to find 
Islamic methods to counter grow- 
ing support for fundamentalism 


among young people fa theif 
societies. - - ' * 

Many Arab countries like 
Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria afa 
on the offensive against fan* 
damentahsts seeking to topple 
their governments and -replace 
them with purist Isl am ic states; ■: 
The declaration urged Muslim 
countries to establish guidance 
institutions for their citizens “fa 
purify the Islamic concepts fioaj: - 
the distortions which took place. . 
and which are alien to Islam.".' 

It them revise the law$ 
implemented in their countries 
and make them conform with 
Islamic Sharia law. \ 

The conference also, de* 
nounced what it called tire West’s 
doable standard in punishing frag 
for violations of United Nation? 
resolutions wfafle turning a blind 
eye when Serbia and farad (fid 
the same. 

“This makes us question and 1 
doubt the credibility and idea* 
surfs of the international legit 
timaty,” it said. 

It condemned Israel's expul- 
sion of more than 400 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon fast month and - 
demanded the world force the 
Jewish state to comply with UN; 
Resolution 799 demanding theft 
return. 




Iran criticises Russia for arming Serbs 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran has publicly voiced concern about Russian 
•military aid to Serbs in their fight against Muslims in Bostoa- 
‘ Herzegovina for tin first time. Supreme leader Ayatollah AK: 
•Khamenei, meeting Georgia’s leader Eduard Shevardnadze fa; 
Tehran, urged the former Soviet republic to help prevent Serb; 
“crimes” against Bosnian Muslims. The Iranian news agency. 
(not A) reported. “He (Khamenei) said the Islamic Republic (rtf; 
i Iran) was greatly concerned about Russia's mflitaiy aid to the Serbs; 
which had 'injured the feelings of the Muslims’," IRNA said.- 
“Obviously, whoever helps the Serbs in their perpetration of those: 
crimes shall be condemned in the history, and Georgia can play an; 
influential role in preventing those crimes,” it quoted Ayatollah; 
Khamenei as saying. The agency, monitored in Cyprus, said Mr.; 
Shevardnadze “Deplored the developments in Bosnia-1 
Herzegovina and said the U.N. Security Council was to blame ”; 
Iran has maintained good relations with Moscow since the Soviet; 
Union's breakup a year ago despite criticising aspects of Russian; 
policy in Muslim-populated former Soviet republics. Last Novem-i 
ber Tehran took delivery of one of three diesel-powered Kflo-dassj 
sub marines it bought from Russia. It said it paid $450 million for 
the three vessels, denying Western., reports that they cost . $300 
million each. ' * 


Israel agrees to return Sinai antiquities . | 

CAIRO (R) — Israel has agreed to hand bade to Egypt over tbq 
.next two years thousands of antiquities it uncovered during its 
occupation of the Sinai, an Egyptian antiquities official said Friday; 
Mohammad Ibrahim Bakr, head of the Egyptian Antknutid 
Organisation (EAO), told a news conference at Cairo airport farad 
would hand over a first batch of antiquities, which date back to’ 
prehistoric times, in March this year. The last batch would bej 
delivered before the end of 1994, he said. “We signed an 


agreement which specifies that all Egyptian antiquities discovered 
between 1967 and 19S2 wfll be recovered,” said Mr. Bakr, who was* 


returning from Israel after six days of negotiations with official^ 
there. He displayed 16 battered Arabic manuscripts dating bade to 
the time of die 12th century Arab warrior, Saladdin, which he said 
.Israel presented in advance as a Sign of good wQl. Israel excavated 
59 sites in Sinai between occupying it in the war of 1967 amt 
handing it back to Egypt m 1982. Mr. Bakr said the several 
thousand antiquities, which also m chide pottery and household 
implements, were priceless. ; 


Pakistani beheaded in Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH (AP) — A Pakistani was beheaded Friday for s mpg gfa w 
heroin info Saudi Arabia, the Interior Ministry announced; 
Shakennah Seif Al Rahman Agoun Khan was the latest of several 
Pakistanis to be beheaded for the same crime in the kingdom in 
recent weeks. Nearly 50 men, mainly Pakistanis, have been 
likewise executed since the mid-19808 when beheading became tin; 
legal pu n ish me nt in the kingdom for drug smuggling. Pakist» > 
make up a large segment of the foreign labour force in the 
kingdom, along with other Asians from the subcontinent. Saudi 
Arabia rules -by Islamic law which prescribes be hea^&ng r fof 
criminals. With drug smuggling spreading after the oil boom years 
of the _ 1970s, the kingdom's Muslim theologians ruled that 1 
beheading would be valid for the convicted s muggler s Beheading! 
are carried out in public squares outride mosques (bDowing th^ 
Friday. The Interior Ministry, reporting the beheading of Khan} , 
which took place in Mecca, warned of that others convicted of drug 
smuggling would suffer the same fate. . 


Iran pardons 1,700 prisoners 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran will release or cut the prison terms of 1,780 
convicts to mark the anniversary of the day Mo hammad became 
the Prophet of Islam, the Iranian news agency (IRNA) said, ft-said 
the pardon, ordered by supreme Leader Ayatollah AH K ham ene i , 
covered prisoners convicted by revolutionary, military and \oM 
.courts. - t 
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HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, llkraln discuss Joint companies 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry of Industry and Trade Secretary 
General MarwanAwad Thursday met with Mr. Vladimir Paizov, 
die Ukrainian Minister of Minerals, to the prospects of 
setting up joint Jordan-Ukranian companies. Mr. Awad and Mr. 
Paizov reviewed scopes of potential cooperation and investment 
and Jordanian laws on encouraging investments. The two sides 
also discussed trade and economic cooperation 

• 

Deputy Alawneh visits RJ cargo office 

AMMAN CPetra) — Chairman of the Agriculture Committee at 
the Lower House of Parfiameut Mohammad A1 Alawneh visited 
Thursday die cargo department of Royal Jordanian (RJ). Mr. 
Alawneh, a former agriculture minister, was familiarised with the 
department's sections and dualities. The Irbid deputy commended 
t he RTs development and praised die cargo department’s role in 
serving Jordanian farmers and the agriculture sector m the 
Kingdom- RJ ships Jordanian agricultural produce to Europe with 
two weekly cargo flights to London and three to Maastricht. The 
national carrier also transports some produce aboard its passenger 
flights. 

Car accidents take 9 lives, 156 Injured 

AMMAN (Petra) — Nine people were killed and 156 injured in 
343 car accidents in Jordan during die first week of January 1993, 
according to the weekly statistical report issued by die Traffic 
Department The department said die number of accidents 
dropped by 43, from the week before. Of the total number of 
accnents, it said, 204 accidents occurred m Amman, 47 in Zarqa, 
30 in Irbid, 24 in Mafraq, 24 in the Balqa govemorale, 9 in 
Madaba, 5 in Aqaba, 5 in the Badia regions and 4 in Tafileb. 

Lectures to explain earthquake 

AMMAN (Petra) — A scientific day entitled “Causes of 
Earthquakes and Their Impact on Structures” will be organised 
by the mining and geology section of the Jordanian Engineers 
Association (JEA) on Jan. 30. The day, which will be opened by 
Public Works and Housing Minister Saad Hayel Surour, will 
include lectures on die geology of Jordan, die seismic monitoring 
networks and the seismology of the Jordan Valley rift 

Health centre opens in Souf 

JERASH (Petra) — ■ The United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) for Palestine refugees opened Thursday a 
new health centre in Souf refugee camp near Jerasfa. The centre, 
which will offer health care to about 15,000 Palestinian refugees 
Kving in the camp, was established at a cost of $109,000. 

Desertification seminar to open Monday 

AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar on desertification in Jordan will 
be opened Monday at the Teachers Club in Amman. Representa- 
tives of several ministries, universities and the private sector will 
participate m the seminar, which is organised by the Ministry of 
Education in cooperation with the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). The four-day 
seminar aims to draw attention to the dangers inherent in 
desertification which threatens many dry regions of the world. It 
also aims to spread awareness of ways to solve problems resulting 
from desertification. 

Remote sensing discussed at RJGC 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Committee for Remote 
Sensa^g held a meeting Thursday at the Royal Jordanian 
Geographic Centre (RJGC) and discussed the prospect of 
introducing concepts related to remote sensing in school curricu- 
la. The meeting reviewed the committee’s activities in Jordan, 
inefading a project on locating appropriate sites for building dams 
in various partsof the Kingdom. It also reviewed die committee’s 
coordination with Jordanian universities in spreading awareness 
of the concepts of remote seising among students. The committee 
comprises representatives of various ministries, government 
departments and Jordanian universities. 

ESCWA holds transplant seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The transport and communications section 
of the Economic and Social Commission of Western Asia 
(ESCWA) will organise in Amman Saturday a meeting for 
experts in the field of transport in ESCWA’s member states. The 
meeting, organised in cooperation with the United Nations Trade 
and Development Conference (UNTDC), aims to introduce the 
Multimodal Transport system to ESCWA member states. 

Irbid marks Arbour Day 

IRBID (Petra) — The Irbid governors te marked Thursday, 
Arbor Day, by organising a celebration which included planting a 
large number of trees at A! Nozha Park in Irbid. Irbid Governor 
Fayez al Abbadi participated in tire celebration along with a 
number of government officials. Director of the Irbid Agriculture 
Department Noureddin Al Shuboul delivered an address at the 
ceremony, in winch he outlined efforts exerted by his department 
to plant trees in the governorate. 

« 

Hal Nazzal plants 500 trees 

AMMAN (Petra) — Gtizens in Hai Nazzal area Friday partici- 
pated in a voluntary day which included planting 500 forest tree 
saplings in public parks. The activities of the day were organised 
by charitable and voluntary societies in the area, as an expression 
of their intervention with the local society. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


( The following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tile daffy Arabic press . Readers arc advised to verify the fisted 
time and place with die concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Exhibition entitled “Latin American Countries in France” at 
the French Guttural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Modernist Stffl Life Photographed” at the 
American Centre. 


t 


☆ Lectures and Btostmtioos on “The Snbfime Landscape of 
Turner: A Comparative Study” by Mrs. NUfy Lama at the 
British Cotmcfl — 6 p.m, 

* Lecture, in Arabic, entitled “The Giants” Race and the Fate of 
the World Economy” by Dr. Basel Al Boston!, economy 
professor at the University of Baghdad, at toe Scientific and 
Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Sboman Foundation — 6 




House to discuss civil service 

Deputies demand cigarette surcharge 


Spanish foreign minister iuiefs Sharif Zod 

Spanish minister ends visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Spanish Fore- 
ign Minister Javier Solatia Satur- 
day concludes a three-day visit to 
Jordan and leaves for Damascus 

Mr. Solana, who will also visit 
Egypt, arrived in Amman 
Wednesday and held discussions 

on Sjpanish-Jordanian relations 
and the Middle East with Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber. 

A statement from the Prime 
Ministry said Sharif Zeid told Mr. 
Solana the Arab World expects 
the United Nations to adopt a 
unified standard with regard to its 


resolutions, otherwise, it would 
risk losing its credibility. 

It said Jordan and Spain agreed 
that U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799, calling for the repat- 
riation of 413 Palestinians exiled 
from Israel, should be im- 
plemented. 

The statement said the prime 
minister and the Spanish foreign 
minister agreed to promote 
Jordanian-Spanisb cooperation in 
various fields, and in a manner 
reflecting the strong ties of 
friendship between their coun- 
tries. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament will Sunday 
“exchange views” with the gov- 
ernment on dvil service appoint- 
ments since the beginning of 1990 
to cheek any irregularities and 
favouritism in granting work 
opportunities to job seekers. 

The debate comes at the re- 
quest of 15 deputies who, on Jan. ' 
13, demanded that the House 
discuss alleged “injustices” in 
civil service appomtments. 

The deputies asked for a gov- 
ernment list of names and gra- 
duation dates of all citizens hired 
by government agencies and pub- 
lic companies since fixe beginning 
of 1990 until the end of 1992, so 
that the House can have “a se- 
rious and objective debate” of 
what they called an ‘Imbalance 
that intensifies the social threat of 
unemployment. 

The government cited procedu- 
ral irregularities for refusing to 
provide the House with the list, 
after one deputy said the debate 
might lead to a vote of no confi- 
dence in the government. Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education 
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Jordanians urge end of sanctions on Iraq 

Rv Tamol RolaKn “Rv hreakmp thasp sanctions. emharoo. 


By Jamal Halah y 

The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Leading Jordanian 
personalities Friday urged the 
government to break an interna- 
tional embargo clamped on Iraq 
since its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

In a statement made available 
to die Associated Press (AP), 
more than 300 notables said Jor- 
dan “should spearhead Arab 
efforts to alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people.” 

“The unjust sanctions on Iraq 
should be lifted and that could be 
done by discarding the oppressive 
international resolutions and en- 
ding the official Jordanian embar- 
go against Iraq,” the statement 
toid. 

“It is our duty to struggle and 
make tangible steps to break 
those sanctions and reject the 
government’s excuses justifying 
its compliance with the resolu- 
tions of the new world order 
which is inimical to our (Arab) 
Nation, our religion and our 
national interests," it said. 


“By breaking those sanctions, 
we will prove our credibility and 
we will express our solidarity with 
the Iraqi people and in that way 
we can inspire similar moves from 
people hi Arab and Muslim na- 
tions,” the statement added. 

Jordanians, who are generally 
sympathetic to Iraq, have made 
similar calls since the Kingdom, 
averting Western actions and 
under tremendous pressure from 
Washington, tightened its border 
controls last June. 

Jordan, Iraq's main trading 
partner, was accused of violating 
the sanctions by allowing contra- 
band material to seep through 
its desert borders with Iraq. 

Last month, officials said Iraqi 
imports through Aqaba have de- 
clined to a trickle as a result of 
tile Kingdom’s stria enforcement 
of the embargo against its eastern 
neighbour. 

They said the Baghdad govern- 
ment as well as private sector 
Iraqi traders were increasingly 
using Turkish and Iranian ports 
for then food and medical im- 
ports exempted from the trade 


embargo. 

Tawfiq Kawar. chairman of the 
Jordanian Shipping Agents Asso- 
ciation, has raid less than 44,000 
tonnes of transit imports — the 
bulk of it for Iraq — passed 
through Aqaba in November 
1992, compared with 515.572 ton- 
nes in November 1989 and 
569,962 tonnes in May 1992. 

He was said total transit im- 
ports through Aqaba amounted 
to 5.66 million tonnes m 1989, 
which dwindled to 1.92 million 
tonnes in the first 11 months of 
1992, a decline of 66 percent. 

Jordan, with dose ties to Iraq, 
refused to join the U.S.-led coali- 
tion that forced Iraq to relinquish 
Kuwait in February 199 1. 

Widespread street demonstra- 
tions in support of Iraq oversha- 
dowed the government’s neutral 
stance and painted Jordan as 
pro-Iraqi. 

the Friday statement was 
signed by several Parliament 
members, trade union leaders, 
and political parties induding die 
powerful fundamentalist Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement. 


Italian aid distributed in Jordan 


By Maim Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Italian military 
aircraft loaded with food, medical 
supplies and clothing for Jordan’s 
needy arrived in Amman Thurs- 
day, said Ernesto Oliviero, the 
founder of ‘Sermig,’ an Italian 
peace group. 

“Thirty years ago I founded 
Sermig as a point of peace to try 
to create harmony all over the 
world,” Mr. Oliviero said at a 
press gathering Thursday. “To- 
day I brought the thirteenth air- 
craft of aid to Jordan as a form of 
solidarity of the Italian people 
with the needy people of Jor- 
dan.” 

The aid distributed Friday by 
the Jordanian branch of Caritass, 
a charity organisation, went to 
three categories of the needy, 
accor din g to Father Musa, direc- 
tor of Caritass. 

“The first category is the 
poorest of the poor in Jordan, the 
second is the returnees and eva- 
cuees from the Gulf crisis, and 


the third is the people of Iraq who 
are most in need of food and 
medicine,” Father Musa said. 

Sermig, which is a spiritual 
community and not a political 
party, has 600 active members, 
Mr. Oliviero said. 

About 300,000 Italians contri- 
buted to aid shipments to Jordan, 
valued at $10 million, since the 
end of the Gulf war, Mr. Oliviero 
added. 

He said Sermig does not only 
distribute aid in toe form of food 
and clothing, but it is also re- 
sponsible for the initiatfoa of 
projects around the world “sup- 
ported by youth, financially en- 
dorsed tty people and animated 
by these same people.” 

Mr. Oliviero said these pro- 
jects aim at self-development for 
toe people they benefit. 

The Italian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Ronraaldo Bettini, said Mr. 
Olivi era’s work has been exten- 
sive for many years, in many 
different areas in the world. 

“Ernesto is a living miracle,” 
Dr. Bettini said. 


Israel rejects Arafat’s appeal 


(Coatoraed from page 1) 

There has been no change in 
U.S. policy on discussions with 
the PLO, State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
Thursday, noting that the United 
States stepped its dialogue with 
the PLO in June 1990 following a 
PLO- linked raid against Israel. 

Earlier in the day. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher told 
reporters that he would not com- 
ment on toe substance of the 
Israeli parliament's decision to 
allow contacts between individual 
Israelis and the PLO. He added 
that, in general, “it (fid seem to 
be a positive development that 
might be conducive to moving 
forward on those peace talks, 
which of course we strongly sup- 
port.” 

Asked about reported com- 
ments by Palestinian leaders link- 
ing the issue of the Palestinians 
expelled from Israel to the con- 
tinuation of Middle East peace 
talks, Mr. Boucher replied that 
the “parties really should focus 
their attention on the essential 
issues of peace that are being 
discussed in the bilaterals, and 
not allow themselves to be di- 
verted into other issues.” 

Nabil Shaath, political adviser 
to Mr. Arafat, said Wednesday 
the PLO views the takeover of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton with 
“some promise and positive pos- 
sibilities of progress” in the stal- 
led peace talks with Israel. 

“We sincerely wish Mr. Clin- 
ton success as president of the 
United States. We hope he will 


end what looks like double stan- 
dards in the pursuit of the Amer- 
ican policy and will gear U.S. 
policy more towards international 
legitimacy,” Dr. Shaath told a 
news conference in Cairo. 

“We hope ... Mr. Clinton will 
be the proper man at the helm of 
the United States in this crucial 
period ... bringing about peace 
and justice to the Middle East 

respect for human rights, and 

greater concern for Palestinians 
under occupation,” be added. 

He linked the new law on 
contact with the PLO to Israel’s 
expulsion of hundreds of Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon. 

“I would like to make it dear 
that in no way will we consider 
the passing of this law in any way 
a compensation for the war 
crimes committed by Mr. Rabin 
when he deported the 400 Palesti- 
nians.” 

He said the men. accused of 
links with violent groups, must be 
brought home before Arab- 
Israeli talks could resume. 

“It will be very difficult, actual- 
ly impossible to go through with a 
dialogue with the Israeli govern- 
ment at the upper level until the 
deportees are tatit ... until Israel 
rescinds and ends its rule which 
led to the deportation,” he said. 

He said ending the ban on 
contacts with the PLO -was a 
positive step, nevertheless. “No 
doubt this is a positive step. It 
ends, it corrects actually a major 
breach by a country which proc- 
laims to go through peaceful 
negotiations.” 

Dr. Shaath said the PLO wel- 
comed dialogue with Israelis who 


For over three decades be, 
along with private and pnblic 
sectors and representatives of the 
Italian Air Force, has been 
spreading a mood of solidarity 
around toe world, signifying that 
it is not only through violence but 
through definite acts of compre- 
hension that solidarity is possi- 
ble,” Dr. Bettini added. 

“He has extended help to Viet- 
nam, Brazil, Romania, Somalia. 
Yugoslavia, and Lebanon, to 
name a few,” Dr. Bettini said. 

Mr. Oliviero said he hopes aid 
to Jordan will continue through 
Sermig. 

“Originally, this (shipment) 
was supposed to be the last to 
Jordan, but we hope that it will 
continue,” be said. 

Mr. Oliviero, who was 
awarded toe Al Kawkab Medal of 
the First Order by King Hussein 
in recognition of bis humanitarian 
efforts, conveyed a letter to His 
Majesty from toe President of toe 
Republic of Italy, Oscar Luigi 
Scalfaro, on the bilateral rela- 
tions between the two countries. 


had condemned last month’s ex- 
pulsion. 

Israelis have met repeatedly 
with PLO officials fn recent years 
despite the ban on such contacts 
that was lifted last week, a legisla- 
tor said Friday. 

Dedi Zucker of the left-wing 
Meretz party also confirmed a 
report that he met secretly with 
Mr. Arafat in Tunis in 1986. He 
indicated bis contacts with toe 
PLO leader continued for two or 
three years. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
published a photograph of Mr. 
Zucker seated opposite Mr. Ara- 
fat, with the newspaper’s reporter 
Amnon Kapeliuk. 

Mr. Kapeliuk wrote that he 
promised to keep the story secret 
until parliament repealed the 
1986 “anti-terror” amendment. 

Yedioth suggested that govern- 
ment officials, induding former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
knew of other meetings between 
Israelis and PLO offirials over 
toe years but did not stop them. 

Among Israelis who attended 
such meetings were members of 
Mr. Rabin’s Labour Party includ- 
ing Abba Eban, a former foreign 
minister; legislator Yael Dayan, 
daughter of former Defence 
Minister Mosbe Dayan; and Ora 
Naxnir, now a minister m Mr. 
Rabin’s cabinet. 

Some of the meetings 
apparently were held under a 
loophole in the law that allowed 
contacts with Palestinians at in- 
ternational conferences. 

Mr. Zucker declined to con- 
firm meetings between others and 
PLO officials but said be believed 
he was the highest ranking Israeli 
to have met Mr. Arafat 


Minister Thouqan al Hindawi 
said the government was “infalli- 
ble," and might have made some 
mistakes in awarding work 
opportunities, but insisted de- 
puties used proper channels 
charted by toe internal regula- 
tions of the House for question- 
ing the |overament. 

The minister argued that Arti- 
cle 104 of toe House's internal 
regulations, according to which 
deputies made their request, says 
that Parliament and government 
can “exchange points of view” on 
issues of public interest if 10 or 
more deputies demand so in writ- 
ing. 

The article, he said, does not 
allow for raising a vote of no 
confidence in toe government, 
and the list of appointments will 
therefore be denied. 

Deputies argued they were not 
aiming for a vote of no confi- 
dence and had toe legal grounds 
for demanding the list. 

The House finally decided to 
discuss toe deputies' request in its 
session on Sunday without set- 
tling the debate or asking the 


QAF carries 
out nutrition 
programmes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Queen 
Alia Jordan Social Welfare 
Fund (QAF) last year carried 
out three nutrition program- 
mes for children and mothers 
in Maan, Karak, Tafileh and 
Mafraq. In cooperation with 
international organisations, 
the programmes benefited 
10,309 women and 10332 chil- 
dren. 

The QAF implemented a 
nutrition programme targetted 
at pre-school age children and 
women taking part in vocation- 
al training programmes. 

The programme, carried out 
in cooperation with the Minis- 
try of Education and the World 
Food Pro g ra mm e, benefited 
1,798 children and 2.336 
women. 

Another nutrition program- 
me was the effort of toe Fund 
in cooperation with the United 
Nations Children's Fnnd (UN- 
ICEF). 

The programme covered 17 
locations in Aqaba, and target- 
ted children aged between 6 
months and 6-years-old and 
pregnant and nursing women. 

Benefiting from this prog- 
ramme were 2,500 children 
and 7,973 women. 

It was supplemented by a 
health education programme, 
including information on chil- 
dren’s growth monitoring, de- 
tection of early signs of mal- 
nutrition and first aid. 

A third project, initiated in 
1992 in cooperation with toe 
Canadian Care (Cooperative 
of American Relief Every- 
where). Targetted children 
under six years. 

Benefiting from this prog- 
ramme were 6,034 children. 

Jordan, 

Morocco 

call for 

customs 

exemption 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Fol- 1 
lowing three days of trade 
talks in Amman, Jordan | 
and Morocco recommend i 
a review of the legal 
framework governing 
trade between the two | 
countries and a customs 
exemption on certain 
national products, said a 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade statement. 

Minutes of the meeting, 
calling for greater bilateral 
cooperation in industry- 
related fields and organis- 1 
ing industrial fairs to 
promote sales of the two 
countries’ national pro- 
ducts, were signed at the 
ministry Thursday. 

According to toe state- 
ment, Jordan proposed 
that both countries begin a 
joint-venture to operate 
cargo vessels between 
their ports. 

Hie next meeting of toe 
Jordanian-Moroccan com- 
mittee will be held soon in 
Amman, toe statement 
said. 

The minutes of the 
meeting were signed by 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Marwan Awad and bead 
of the Moroccan team 
Rasbad Abu HilaJ. 


government to provide the list. 

In its session, the House will 
also discuss a report by the Minis- 
try of Social Development on 
alleged manipulation of the re- 
soles of the national lottery. 

In a report to the House, the 
ministry said the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies, which su- 
pervises toe lottery, had referred 
a case to toe General Prosecutor 
involving alleged illegal man- 
ipulation of toe lottery’s result 
after a committee decided the 
case needed to be investigated. 

The House will also listen to 
the minister’s answers to a num- 
ber of deputies’ question on 
issues of public interest. 

The House Foreign Affairs and 
Palestinian committees will con- 
vene separately Monday to dis- 
cuss the latest developments on 
toe Palestinian issue. 

Meanwhile 57 members of the 
Lower House of Parliament have 
demanded a government sur- 
charge on cigarettes and vehicle 
exhaust femes and that revenues 
from these surcharges be trans- 
fered to the Al Amal Cancer 


Centre, scheduled to open by the 
end of 1993. 

In a memorandum to the gov- 
ernment, toe group suggested, 
that a 20 fils surcharge be added' 
to each cigarette packet, JD 2 be 
imposed annually on car ex- 
hausts, and unspecified fees be 
imposed on factories contributing 
to pollution. 

The memorandum said 
cigarette smoke and car and fac- 
tory fumes are among the main 
cancer causing factors. 

The Al Amal Cancer Centre, 
which plans to offer free medical 
services to cancer patients, wiii 
need substantial funds to uirry 
out its task the memorandum 
said. 

It added that the Centre wiit 
have to re-pay a $5 million loan 
from the Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank over 15 
years, compounding its financial 
responsibilities. 

The national committee in 
charge of fund-raising for new 
centre announced at least JD 3 
million will be needed annually tc 
cover operational costs. 


France, Germany stress 
need to comply with 799 


By Fife NasraJDah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In a joint press 
conference in Amman Thursday 
by the French and German 
ambassadors to Jordan, French 
Ambassador Denis Bouchard 
said U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 799 calling for the im- 
mediate return of the 413 Palesti- 
nians exiled by Israel, must be 
implemented if the U.N. wants to 
maintain its credibility. 

Mr. Bouchard also said toe 
assumption of the U.S. presiden- 
cy by Bill Clinton would lead to a 
change in U.S. policy towards 
Iraq with the disappearance of 
the “personal factor.” But he 
added President Saddam Hussein 
must comply with U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

German ambassador Heinrich 
Reiners, who hosted the press 
conference at his residence on the 
30th anniversary of toe signing of 
the Elysee-Treaty on Franco-- 
German cooperation, said Bonn 
has criticised Israel’s action and 


has demanded the implementa- 
tion of Resolution 799. He added 
that he believed Israel would 
“eventually given in." 

Mr. Bouchard said French 
President Francois Mitterrand, 
on a recent trip to Israel, deman- 
ded that the Israeli government 
deal with the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

The ambassador added that 
perhaps it was this determineo 
and firm stand on the pan of the 
French President that prompted 
the Israel Knesset lift the ban or. 
contacts with toe PLO. 

- Asked to comment on reports 
that U.N. sanctions could be im- 
posed on Israel should it continue 
to defy Resolution 799. Mr. 
Bouchard said Chapter VT1 of the 
U.N. Charter states “sanctions 
shall be imposed only for actions 
regarded by the world community 
as threatening world peace.” 

Mr. Reiners said with the ad- 
vent of peace in the Middle East, 
Europe would be more encour- 
aged to pursue Europ-Arab dia- 
logue and foster bilateral ties. 


Al Razzaz to head JADP 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Arab Democratic Party 
(JADP) Thursday elected Munis 
Al Razzaz as its secretary gener- 
al. according to a report in Al 
Dustour Arabic daily. 

Mr. Razzaz. the son of toe late 
Munif Al Razzaz, a prominent 
leader of the Ba’ath Party, is a 
novelist and a columnist at Al 
Dustour. He gave up political 
writing in Al Dustour, following 
the attack by the U.S. -led 
alliance against Iraq in 1990. 

The party’s general assembly 
elected Mazen Al Saket. Samir 
Habashneh, Mohammad 
Daoudieh, Mahmoud Al Amlah. 
Mohammad Al Bashir, Moham- 
mad Al Qaisi, Muwaffaq Al 
Rahaifeh, Mousa Al Azraie, Ay- 
man A 1 Masri and Saed Bani 
Hani to its 10-member executive 
committee. The general assembly 
will seek legal licensing by toe 
government within the next two 
months. Following the licensing 
process the party will hold its first 
constituent meeting. 

The general assembly gave the 



Moms Al Razzaz 

executive committee the author- 
ity to join the Jordanian Arab 
National Democratic Alliance 
(At-Tajammu*) and to hold dia- 
logues with other political parties 
and alliance with a view towards 
joining other unionist blocks or 
parties. 
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Real French Style 

Restaurant. Patisserie 


Open daily: 
10:30-Midnight 

Cafe, Croissants in the morning 
Patisserie et Brasserie in the after* 
noon 

Real French Cuisine for lunch and 
Dinner 

For reservation please call 
605746 
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Law on corruption? 


THE FIGHT against corruption in government is a 
worthy cause that obviously enjoys wide public sup- 
port and is definitely prompted by so many stories and 
yet few proven cases of abuse of public office. But the 
crusade for clean government is also engulfed by 
political intrigue aud sensationalism that might push 
some of us, like our honourable legislators, to cross the 
fine line or drafting effective anti-corruption laws into 
the domain of electioneering. There is a difference here 
in that the latter causes not only unnecessary noise but 
could also encroach on individual rights without 
effectively achieving the purpose behind it. 

It is in this light in fact that the draft law on the 
illegal acquisition of wealth has to be seen and 
addressed. The as-yet-unfinished bill is expected to 
cause a confrontation between the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament when they debate it in a joint 
session soon alter the Senate asked for amendments in 
it. 

To fight alleged corruption in the country, we do not 
need new laws at all. So why the two houses are 
bothered with debating the legislation in the first place 
is unkown to us. There are enough laws in the country 
that can sufficiently check and weed out any illegal 
practices in government. What might be missing is the 
will and courage to activate them when necessary. 
Also, the draft law that was passed by the Lower 
House this month after deputies rejected the amend- 
ments of the Senate only inflates a bureaucracy that 
parliamentarians and government officials alike con- 
tend is plagued by inefficiency. 

The proposed bill calls for the creation of a special 
department at the Ministry of Justice to monitor and 
keep accounts of the liquid and fixed assets of both 
high-ranking government office holders and legisla- 
tors. The proposed department has the right to ask for 
financial statements from senior public officials upon 
appointment and to periodically thereafter check 
against unlawful increases of wealth. If it finds 
evidence establishing any illegal practices, the depart- 
ment can refer suspects to the “concerned author- 
ities.” 

That, we believe, is an unnecessary wasjte of time 
and resources. Other judicial and government agen- 
cies can perform exactly the same task. The tax 
department, for instance, should have access to 
information on individuals* wealth and annual income. 
Its responsibilities can be expanded to monitor and 
then report questionable increases in officials’ wealth 
during their term of office to the ‘'concerned author- 
ities." 

The fight against corruption can best be launched by 
consolidating the present laws and rules of ethics and 
democracy in society. That means enforcing all laws 
and holding ail citizens accountable under them. 

It is in this direction that Parliament should steer its 
efforts, utilising the remaining time of its current 
session to complete unfinished business that can 
strengthen the pillars of our embryonic democratic 
process and put under more scrutiny the performance 
of government. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


BILL CLINTON, who has become the 42nd president of the 
United States, has an unenviable inheritance left o**er to him by 
President Bush, whose behaviour and policies smeared Amer- 
ican's reputation everywhere in the world, said A1 Ra’i Arabic 
daily. Mr. Bush, according to many observers, has handed over to 
Mr.’ Clinton an inheritance that would continue to harm Amer- 
ica’s interests should the new man in the White House continue to 
pursue the same double standard policies of his predecessor, the 
paper said. Bv having asked the White House officials who had 
perpetrated the Gulf war to retain their posts. Mr. Clinton is more 
likelv to follow in the footsteps of Mr. Bush, the paper pointed 
out. Therefore, it said, the Arabs should not count on a change in 

Washington’s policies that might or might never come, rather they 
ought to rely on their will to bring about the change, and this can 
be done through ending their differences and unifying their 
position before the world. The continued weak Arab stand, due 
to lack of solidarity and coordination, can only encourage the new 
administration to follow the same policies charted by Bush and his 
men with regard to the Gulf and Palestine alike, said the paper. It 
said that the time has come for the Arabs to realise that any 
change in U.S. behaviour towards them can be triggered by real 
and serious change in their present stand and their resolve to 
secure their own rights and safeguard their own interests. 


FAHED AL Fanek. a columnist in A1 Rat daily, suggested that 
Jordan should have an international newspaper, to be called 
Jordan International, similar to other Arabic and foreign dailies 
which arc being printed in European capitals and find their way to 
countries all over the world. The writer said that Jordan has a 
major : le to play in the Palestine question and in numerous Arab 
causes, and the Jordanian people’s stand during the Gulf war and 
Israel's continued atrocities against the Palestinians should be 
heard not in Jordan alone, but in as many countries as possible so 
that the Kingdom's voice can reach various parts of the world. 
The writer sa’id that m view of the huge amounts of funds required 
for the project . the three Jordanian dailies can make a joint effort 
towards isr. execution. Such a newspaper, he said, could attract 
advertisements from varies* nations and would be used to 
stimulate the tourism industry in Jordan featuring the country’s 
huce resources of archaei. logical sites. He said that the projected 
;.v: .. -:ti act the best writers and so ensure a wide 
circulation in the Arab World and beyond. 


Fateh anniversary 


giving credit where it is due 


By Pascal Karmy 


Dec. 31, 1992-Jan. 1, 1993 
marked the 28th anniversary of 
the Palestinian armed struggle 
against Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian territory. This date 
also marked the 36th anniversary 
of the creation of the Fateh 
movement. 

The occupation of Gaza and 
Sinai by Israel in 1936, in con- 
junction with the attack on Egypt 
by Britain and France, was a 
turning point for the Palestinians. 
The latter came to realise that the 
Arab states will not be able to 
return them to their homeland, 
Palestine. As a result, the Pales- 
tine National Liberation Move- 
ment (Haraket A1 Tahrir AJ 
Watani A1 Falastini, whose ini- 
tials, in reverse in Arabic, gave 
the name FatehJ was created. 

Some Palestinians do not 
appreciate the struggle led by 
Fateh since its inception in 1956, 
and particularly after 1967. It was 
and still is the backbone of the 
Palestinian liberation movement. 
It bas been and is now a very 
important component of the 
PLO. We must give credit to 
whom and where it is due. Hope- 
fully, this article will make those 
who try for one reason or another 
to belittle the role of Fateh in the 
Palestine national movement 
change their mind. But it is not 
intended to overlook the laudable 
Palestinian national struggle of 
other Palestinian movements, 
such as the Popular Froht for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 
the Popular Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(PDFLP) or the Islamic Hamas. 

After the occupation of Pales- 
tine by Israel, following the 1948 
war, there were numerous raids 
by Palestinians on Israel's bor- 
ders, particularly in 1954, from 
Gaza Strip, Jordan and Syria. 
Those who committed the raids, 
called infiltrators, were subse- 
quently called Fiddayin, meaning 
those who sacrifice themselves. 
The late Abu Jihad (Khalil al 
Wazir) an important leader of 
Fateh, participated in the first 
raid on Israel in 1954 from Gaza 
Strip. Those raids were disorga- 
nised, but were encouraged by 
some Arab countries. Some of 


those raids were motivated by the 
Palestinians who were dying to 
recuperate some of the properties 
left behind after being expelled 
by Israel. The Fidayyin raids 
were used by Israel as a pretext 
for the invasion of Sinai and the 
consequent attack on Egypt by 
Britain and France in 1936, as 
mentioned above. As is well- 
known, Israel, Britain and France 
withdrew their forces from Egyp- 
tian territory, in compliance with 
several resolutions of the General 
Assembly issued at its emergency 
sessions held during November 
1956. The Security Council was 
deadlocked because of the use of 
veto by Britain and France. 

The first shot inaugurating the 
Palestinian resistance against 
Israel was heard at midnight on 
Dec. 31, 1964- Jan. 1. 1965. It was 
the blowing up of a water pump- 
ing installation belonging to 
Israel near the Hebron- 
Bethlchem road. The blowing up 
of the installation was carried out 
by Al Asifa, the military arm of 
Fateh, which was then unknown 
to the public. This resistance con- 
tinued to this day and was trans- 
formed into the intifada as of 
December 1987. 

' Following the above action, 
leaflets were distributed to Beirut 
newspapers containing Military 
Communique No. 1 signed by the 
General Command of Al Asifa. 
The Communique mentioned, 
among other things: ' “On the 
mght of Friday, Dec. 31. 1964- 
Jan. 1, 1965, detachments of our 
strike forces went into action, 
performing all the tasks assigned 
to them in the occupied territor- 
ies and returning safely to their 
bases.” It then addressed the 
Israelis, warning them not to take 
any action against peaceful Arab 
civilians wherever they might be 
because “our forces, deeming 
such actions war crimes, will rep- 
ly in kind.” 

In a second communique, 
which was of a political character, 
Al Asifa announced that its 
forces were to prove to the enemy 
and to the world that the Palesti- 
nian people were not dead and 
that the armed struggle is the only 
way to achieve victory and the 


return to Palestine.” In express- 
ing the will of the revolutionary 
Palestinian people, Al Asifa 
forces were hilly conscious of the 
difficult political and military 
struggle which they have to lead, 
but they relied on their own 
forces and on the strength and 
vigour of the Palestinian people 
to overcome all obstacles. 


Initially, resistance operations 
were on a limited scale. They 
were confined to the destruction 
of isolated installations, water 
conduits and the tike. Fateh, 
which covers al Asifa, had at that 
time limited resources to enable it 
to carry out big operations. Right 
from tiie beginning, Fateh tried, 
to enlist young Palestinians from 
the extreme right and the ex- 
treme left. They did not need to 
renounce their personal opinions 
but they had to cut off any 
connection with any party to 
which they belonged. They have 
faith only, in the armed struggle 
for the liberation of Palestine. 
Indeed, the absence of any ideol- 
ogy for Fateh is one of its main 
characteristics. In explaining the 
reasons for creating the Fateh 
movement one Of its leaders de- 
clared: “We came to the conclu- 
sion that unless we decide to take 
our destiny In our hands, no 
person will do anything for us. 
Experience taught us that the 
usurpers ignored oar appeals, our 
declarations and our petitions. 
Thus we had no choice; we had to 
take np arms.” 


One of the acute problems 
which faced the founders of Fateh 
was the question of funds. They 
could not solicit funds from any- 
body as they were in dandestin- 
hy. Most of the founders, being 
highly educated, looked for work 
in the Gulf states. Thus, Yasser 
Arafat went to Kuwait in 1957 to 
work as an engineer, Abu Iyad 
(Sal ah Khalaf) followed him as a 
teacher, Abu Yousef (Moham- 
mad Najar) went to Qatar, and 
Abu Jihad (Khalil al Wazir) also 
to the Gulf. Two petroleum en- 
gineers, Abu Lutf (Farouq 
Qadoumi) and Kama! Adwan 
worked in Saudi Arabia and 
Qatar respectively. Khaled Has 


san (Abu Said) worked as secret- 
ary of the Municipality of Kuwait. 
All of them contributed to the 
funds of Fateh. Ham Hassatn, 
who had a substantial and suc- 
cessful enterprise in Germany, 
contributed largely to Fateh. Af- 
ter accumulating the necessary 
funds, they left the Gulf states. 
Fateh established a Palestinian 
revue called “Hfistimma” (Our 
Palestine) winch was then super- 
vised by Abu Jihad. 

After the Arab defeat in 1967, 
guerrilla warfare by Fateh com- 
manded a great appeal to the 
Arab masses. Fateh announced 
that it was transferring its head- 
quarters to the newly-occupied 
territories. Arafat and some of 
Us assistants crossed the Jordan 
River to mastermind the bold 
new strategy. David Hirst in his 
book “The Gun and the Olive 
Branch” says about this event the 
following: "Hitherto, the 
Fedayyin had largely confined 
themselves to hit and run incur- 
sions, but now Arafat had the 
opportunity to forge a self- 
sustaining guerrilla movement 
out of that segment of his people, 
well over a million, who had 
fallen under direct Israeli rule.” 

In going over the history of 
Fateh since its first resistance act 
in 1965 one can rank it among the' 
noble self-sacrificing movements. 
Its history is marked by tragedies, 
but it recorded honourable feats 
daring its struggle and no fair- 
minded person can detract from 
its achievements. It bas sustained 
the morale of the Arab nation 
and awakened the Palestinian 
people after the tragic defeat of 
the Arab states in 1967. It is 
Fateh which first started the guer- 
rilla resistance movement against 
Israeli occupation. It is this move- 
ment which had greatly contri- 
buted to putting the Palestine 
problem on the agenda of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly in 1974. It is perhaps one of 
the first movements whose many 
top leaders fell victim to Israeli 
terrorism, among whom were 
Kamal Adwan, Kama! Nasser, 
Aim Yousef (Mohammad Naj- 
jar). Abu Jihad (Khalil al Wazir) 
and Abu Iyad (Salah Khalaf). 


Clinton s 



THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Government officials accused 
of ‘bias’ in appointing employees 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


Over the past week, the local 
press gave prominence to re- 
sumed air raids on Iraq, the 
change of guard in the White 
House and a host of domestic 
issues. 

A columnist in Al Dustour 
daily drew attention to a se- 
rious situation referred to by 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment's Financial Committee 
which noted that the Kingdom 
has failed to deal with the 
question of rising unemploy- 
ment due to the continued flow 
of guest workers into Jordan. 

Mohammad Daoud quoted 
the committee as saying in its 
report that over the past six 
years the number of guest 
workers rose from 143.000 to 
176,000, demanding that 
appropriate and effective mea- 
sures be taken to deal with this 
serious situation. 

His colleague in Al Dustour. 
Mohammad Subeihi. tackled 
the Lower's House's planned 
discussion of the appointments 
in various government offices 
over the past three years 
against rumours and accusa- 
tions that nepotism and 
favouritism were the norms in 
appointing. 

The writer said it is clear that 
many deputies want the House 
to debate this issue in order to 
expose ministers and senior 
government officials accused 
of being involved in such a 
practice. But the writer noted 
that quite a good number of 
Parliament members were in- 
volved in mediating for their 
relatives and their friends, to 
be appointed in government 
offices, noting that such a de- 
bate would be double-edged. 

The writer, however, went 
along with this demand and 
expressed hope that the gov- 
ernment would allow the Par- 
liament session discussing this 
issue to be broadcast live on 
radio and television so that 
everyone would be served with 
equal justice. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, tackled 
the question of political par- 
ties, noting that the govern- 
ment has now opened the way 
for leftist groups to be legalised 
after recognising the Jordanian 
Democratic Progressive Party. 

The writer noted however 
that legalisation came only af- 


ter the new group pledged to 
respect all the provisions of the 
constitution and the National 
Charter and also as a result of 
the positive dialogue that was 
conducted among the five 
Jordanian leftist parties. 

The writer considered the 
legalisation of the leftist parties 
as a success for Jordanian 
democracy and an indicator 
that more openness towards 
various political trends would 
be observed and encouraged. 

Khairi Mansour, another 
columnist in Al Dustour, tack- 
led the question of young men 
shying away from marriage. 
The writer expressed the view 
that the economic circumst- 
ances were forcing many men 
to postpone marriage and were 
imposing new concepts on 
marriage. He also said that 
results of many “early mar- 
riages” proved to be failures or 
fraught with many dangers and 
difficulties. 

On the whole, he said, de- 
laying marriage for too long 
was no less harmful than early 
marriages. He said that the 
debate of such an important 
question, as was done in a 
series of programmes, was in- 
sufficient ana that deeper and 
more comprehensive discus- 
sions at all levels were required 
to deal with this important 
social problem. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily 
discussed the ordeal of the 
Arab inhabitants in Palesti n ia n 
territories occupied since 1948. 
Ghazi Saadi said that these Arabs, 
who in 1948 counted 1,400,000 
and now have reached 900,000, 
have no dear identity since 
they are considered Israeli 
nationals but are treated as 
second class citizens. 

The writer said that large 
numbers of these Arabs have 
lost their lands through Israeli 
confiscations and feel lost and 
unable to maintain their Arab 
identity as they rare forced to . 
use Hebrew in schools, at work 
and in all their activities’ fields. 

The writer urged the Arab 
countries to create cultural 
societies linking Arabs under 
Israeli rule before and after the 
1967 occupation, and urged the 
Arab citizens holding Israeli 
nationality to try to unify their 
ranks and elect representatives 
in the Knesset who can best 


represent the Arab interest 

BID Chn ton’s administration 
was tackled by editorials and 
columns in the local press. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily said the 
Arabs hope that the new Clin- 
ton administration would in- 
troduce drastic changes in 
Washington's foreign policies 
that would end the U.S. in- 
volvement in wars and aggres- 
sion. 


Under Mr. Bush, America 
had been responsible for many 
sufferings caused to other na- 
tions and over the past four 
years too many conflicts were 
created largely due to the poli- 
cies adopted by the U.S.-led 
western alliance. 

But a columnist in Al Dus- 
tour cast doubts about real 
change that could take place in 
Washington's policies in the 
new era. 

Saleh Al Qullab said that 
there was no Teal difference in 
views between Mr. Bush and 
Mr. Clinton over foreign 
affairs. Mr. Clinton, the writer 
said, was more oriented to- 
wards tackling domestic affairs 
and improving the U.S. eco- 
nomy. Furthermore, be noted, 
Mr. Clinton uad announced 
that improvement of relations 
with Baghdad depended on the 

Iraqi leadership alone. 

Mr. Bush was the object of 
attack by many columnists for 
his hostile attitude towards the 
Arabs in general and his 
aggression on Iraq in particu- 
lar. Fahd Al Fanek, who writes 
for Al Ra’i. said that Mr. Bush 
will be remembered only in the 
garbage of history where he 
meets with all the elements of 
darkness and aggression. The 
aggression on Iraq under Mr. 
Bush’s administration consti- 
tuted a disgrace for the United 
States which pointed its guns at 
children and won .i, and 
starved the Iraqi n on. 

Mo hammad 

mhnist'fn 
no one would feel sorry forMr. 
Bush or would ever remember 
that he did anything good to 
the world. 

The writer said that though 
we realise that Mr. Clinton 
holds no olive branch towards 
Iraq and could adhere to the 
old policies towards the Arabs, 
no one can forget the blood 
bath caused by the outgoing 


president who personally led 
the campaign against the Ira- 
qi' leadership. 

Not only has Mr. Clinton 
inherited die wrath of the Arab 
masses for the U.S. aggression 
on Iraq and its support for 
Israel’s aggression on the 
Arabs, he also is faced with 
millions of domestic issues, 
said Ahmad Al Misleh. 

The columnist, who writes 
for Al Ral daily, said that 
under the Bush ad minis tr a tion 
the United States won the en- 
mity of many nations in gener- 
al and that of the Arabs in 
particular and it was bard to 
see how the Clinton admini- 
stration would handle this 
heavy inheritance suocessfuly. 

Referring to the new acts of 
aggression on Iraq, Nabil Shar- 
if, columnist in Al Dustour, 
said that there was no justifica- 
tion for the Arab and Islamic 
nations to retain their seats at 
the United Nations in view of 
the continued immoral attitude 
on the part of the Security 
Council against these nations. 

The writer said that under 
the nose of the United Na- 
tions, the Muslims of Bosnia 
are continually subjected to 
atrocities and Iraq is subjected 
to open aggression as the Un- 
ited Nations is totally trans- 
formed into a tool in the hands 
of the U.S. administrations. 

The writer called on the 
Arabs and Muslims to leave 
the United Nations as their 
presence can achieve nothing. 
In view of the continued 
aggression on Iraq, the Arab 
countries should not resign 
themselves to humiliation bnt 
ought to rise np again with 
force to meet the challenge, 
called Mona Shuqair, a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour. 

The writer said that crying 
over die victims of aggression 
. and condemning United 
~ jygMsb support for- Israel’s 
jP?8aS&s wmd do no good to 
the Arab cause. 

The writer said that the dis- 
. may over the U.S. position, as 
manifested in recent Egyptian 
and Syrian statements and 
those of the Arab League 
head, should prompt the Arab 
countries to try to utilise the 
new trend, rally their forces 
and assume an honourable 
stand. 



The following is an editorial that 
appeared in the Jan. 30 issue of 
the Israeli English-language daily 
The Jerusalem Post 


Bill Gabon's campaign promises 
to make fundamental changes in 
the way America is run were 
extravagant. But such is the na- 
ture of challengers' rhetoric. In- 
evitably, he scales down expecta- 
tions on assuming office. 

Nor is it surprising that he 
should form an executive machin- 
ery run by warmed-over rem- 
it a n t s of the Carter 
adnumstratiou — hardly barbsirars 
of revolutionary change. After 
afi, the Democrats were in gov- 
ernment only in four out of the 
past 24 years. Unless he wanted 
complete novices, Clinton had to 
turn to Carter Democrats — offi- 
cials who ran one' of the most 
miserably unsuccessful adminis- 
trations of the century — to fill 
key posts. 

But is small comfort for 
Israel and its friends. Carter may 
be remembered as the sponsor of 
the Camp David accords and the 
Israel-Egypt peace treaty. But he 
and his administration worked 
tirelessly against Israel, first in 
collaboration with the USSR to 
impose a settlement on Israel, 
then in supporting the Arab side 
in the negotiations. 

Now Clinton spokesmen are 
trying to aver that only/ “Likud 
supporters, hardliners and neo- 
conservatives” are opposed to 
regurgitated Carter policies. But 
even super-dovish liberals saw 
the Carter administration as hos- 
tile. 

Reform Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, who beaded the Presi- 
dents’ Conference of Major Jew- 
ish Organisation in the Carter 
era, has asserted that “Carter 
managed to jeopardise the secur- 
ity of Israel,” mid worried about 
**the expectations Carter is rais- 
ing in the Arab World.” Abe 
Foxman, executive director of the 
Anti-Defamation League, has 
said Carter's Middle East policies 
were “simplistic, preachy, and 
involved holding Israel to stan- 
dards that were unreasonable...” 

Now Israelis roost hope that 
Clinton's cabinet, for ail its re- 
liance on ex-Carterites, will be 
less biased. American Jewish 
leaders, who fervently supported 
Clinton, point to the outstanding 
pro-Israel statements made by 
him during the campaign. 

He praised Israel’s strike 
against the Iraqi nuclear reactor, 
vowed no “do everything I can to 
see that the Arab states end this 
boycott,” demanded Arab con- 
cessions in the peace negotia- 
tions, and promised that the 
“Chn ton administration will treat 
the Arab-Israeli conflict as one in 
which the survival of Israel is at 
stake.” This is certainly more 
than Carter ever said when be ran* 
for election. 

But Clinton’s appointments 
make it difficult to be optimistic. 
Neither his Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, nor Nation- 
al Security Adviser Anthony 
Lake, nor Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs Peter 
TamofT — all ex-Carter men — 
have ever shown sympathy for 
Israel’s position. 

They were all involved in for- 
mulating a Middle East policy 
which sought to return Israel to 


the 1949 armistice, lines 

establish a Palestinian state in 
Judea, Samaria (West Bank) and 
Gaza, and they all showed in- 
ordinate tolerance for Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
terrorism. 

Christopher fathered the idea 
of finking strategic aid to Israel 
with arms sales to tire Arab conn- 
tries, a policy which was designed = 

to paralyse the powerful .Israeli' 
lobby. Unlike any other U.S. 

government, the Carter adrainis-lh 

tratkra termed the Jewish settle- 
ments in the administered terri- 
tories “illegal.” 

Nor are these appointments an 
isolated phenomenon. Clinton's 
partiality for leftovers from the 
“new left” crowd of the 1970s is 


apparent in other areas- The tran- 
— * coordinator for 


sition team s 

education and labour issues 
Spelman College president 
Jobnetta Cole, a Fidel Castro 
groupie who named her son Che 
after Cbe Guevara. She was con- 
nected with the “U.S. Peace 
Council ’’which collaborates with 
the PLO. .. 

Clinton’s Secretary of Healthy 
and Human Services is Doona~ 
Shalal a, chancellor of the Uni- : 
versify of Wisconsin in Madison., 
She is a leading advocate of “pafi-P 
ticai correctness,” that insidious 
form of thought control mas- 
querading as liberalism and egali- 
tarianism. 

But perhaps Clinton’s most 
worrisome appointment is 
Samuel (Sandy) Berger, a finan- 
cial contributor to “Americans 
for Peace Now,” who has been 
nominated as Deputy National 
Security Adviser. Israel’s Peace 
Now, which unlike the vast 
majority of Israelis opposed the 
expulsion of the Hamas indten, 
represents a small minority within 
Israel. 

Its American friends represent 
an even tinier part of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community. In 
opposition to the overwhelming 
majority of American Jews, it^ 
actively opposed the. granting_of 
loan guarantees by the Bush 
•administration, demanding that 
they be linked to the complete 
cessation of settlement activity. It 
has also actively lobbied for nego- 
tiations with the PLO. One of its 
leaders has even defended the 
U.S. sale of F-15s to Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Thus Clinton’s appointees to 
foreign policy positions represent 
neither mainstream Jewish- 
American opinion nor a centrist 
Israeli position. On Middle East^ 
issues, his administration is com-jj 
posed almost exclusively of Yassg| 
Sarid and Shuiamit Aloni co 
terparts. 

The American Jewish com- 
munity is uneasy about these 
officials. Bnt instead of deman- 
ding the appointment of known 
pro- Israel figures, it has decried 
the absence of Jews in the new 
administration. Considering the 
record of the Jewish “gang of 
four” around former secretary of 
state James Baker, this clamor 
for the “’right” ethnic identity 
seems ludicrous. 

What Israel and its friends 
need is not Jewish officials who 
perform somersaults to prove 
they are impartial, but intelligent 
executives who will follow the ... 
eminently sensible policies articu- S? 
lated by Clinton in his campaign. ^ 
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LETTERS 


Hope for wiser U.S. 
Mideast policy 


Following is a cable sent by Lawyer Saleem Swaiss. of the Front 
of National Action to the U.S. President Bill Clinton: 


Dear Sir, 


We appreciated your stand against the war in Vietnam as well as 
your policy for domestic peace in America. 

We hope that you will have the courage of J.F. Kennedy, the 
good-heartedness of J. Carter and the spirit of justice of Ramsey 

We feel sorry for the. blind support you lent to the crimes of 
Bush who has been waging a dirty war against the people of Iraq 
for 30 months, causing, with the embargo, the death of hundreds 
of thousands of innocent people. 

Bush’s name will be mentioned in the Arab history side by side 
with die one of Cyrus the Persian and Hulegu the Mongol. The 
first one destroyed Babylon, the centre of world civilisation in* 
antiquity, the second destroyed Baghdad, the centre of work! . 
civilisation in the Middle East. 

Bush acted the same when he boasted that he took Iraq to the 
pre-industnalised era, a crime which is more horrible than die . 
American crime in Hiroshima. 

We hope that you will act wisely, stop die aggression against 
Iraq and lift the embargo enforced upon the elders and children, 
deprived of medicine and milk, and serve die 'interest of the 
American nation, not those of tribal families of the Gulf and the, 
Arab Peninsula, who represent the corrupt regimes in the Middfc: 

We wish yon success in serving humanity and the small nations’ 
aspiration to independence and peace. 







The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from its 
readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
publication , however, should contain the writer’s full name and 
preferably address as well. Names can be withheld only upon 
request and under special circumstances. Letters are subject to , 
editing. The newspaper is not responsive fortheretum of unused ] 
manuscripts. 1 
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Confusion prevails in Iraq truce 


(Continttd tom page 1 ) 

tty to belittle the significance of 
the Iraqi initiative announced by 
the Revolution Command Coun- 
cil ” he added. 

He.said that despite “the pro- 
vocative aggressive action of the 
plane, Iraq is committed to die 
text and spirit of the (ceasefire) 
statement -of the. Revolution 
Command Council." 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said U.S. duster beanos had set 
ablaze a fertilizer storage area 
and damaged crops, but there 
were no casualties in Thursday’s 


Some foreign diplomats said 
they doubted that Baghdad au- 
thorities would deliberately 
- undermine Iraq's position ty pro- 
voking allied attack and said that 
the Iraqi government appeared 
sincerely interested in better rela- 
tions witti 'the United States. 

Although Baghdad is unpre- 
dictable, they discounted the idea 
that Iraq would be testing Mr. 
Clinton's resolve at a time when 
Iraq says the new president needs 
several months to calmly recon- 
sider the "no-fly" zones estab- 
lished in northern and southern 
Iraq. 

At U.N. hea d quarters in New 
York, U.S. Ambassador Edward 
Pfcrkins minimised the skirmishes 
Thursday and Friday. 

“At the moment, it seems that 
B agh dad is complying with the 
manifestations of the Security 
Council,’’ be said. 

“If that’s so, I hope that this 
will cool down the neat, so to 
speak," Mr. Perkins said. 

Another 19 U.N. weapons in- 
spectors arrived from Bahrain on 
Friday, joining 52 who reached 
the Iraqi capital the day before 
after a more than two-week 
hiatns caused by the confronta- 
tion between Iraq and the West. 

"The trip was quiet, without 
incident,” said Paul Brough, the 
American head of a 25-member 
chemical weapons destruction 
team, some of whose members 
arrived Friday to join those 
already here. 

There was no major work for 
the inspectors during the day. 
Resumption of the destruction of 
chemical weapons was to begin 
Saturday. 

Most Iraqi officials and news 
media have been appealing to 
Mr. Clinton to change U.S. poli- 
cy towards their country. 

On Friday, the Babil newspap- 
er said that both Iraq and the 
United States should have 
avoided confrontation in their 
own self-interest. 

“In fact, they need more 
mutual cooperation in trade, cul- 
ture, and technology." said Ba- 
bil, which added: “The United 
States should not ignore Iraq 
when it wants to set its goals in 
the region.” 

Iraq considers the air-exclusion 
zones imposed by the United 
States and its allies to be a viola- 
tion of its sovereignty. 

The northern zone was de- 
clared in April 1991 ostensibly to 
protect Kurdish rebels from Iraqi 
attacks, and the southern zone 
was imposed in August to protect 
rebellious Shiites. 

There have been a series of 
allied bombing sorties and missile 
attacks on Iraqi sites in the zones 
since Jan. 13, but the one Thurs- 
day was the first since Mr. Clin- 
ton took office Wednesday. 

A third victim of Sunday's 
cruise missile strike on Iraq has 
died from his injuries, the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper reported 
Friday. 

Mazen Ah AJ Helou. hit by 
shrapnel in the bead, died in 
hospital three days after Sunday’s 
attack, it said. 

In the attack, the United States 
fired cruise missiles at what it 
described as a nuclear fabrication 
facility in a suburb of Baghdad. 
Iraq said the site was a machine 
tool factory. 

Two women were killed when 
one of the missiles smashed the 
lobby of Baghdad's leading hotel, 
Al Rashid. Washington said the 
missile was deflected by anti- 
aircraft fire, but Iraq a c cused the 
United States of aiming at the 
hotel. 

Helou’s death takes to at least 
46 the official Iraqi toll of people 
killed in four days of U.S-fed 
missile and air strikes launched in 
the dying days of Geozge Bush’s 
administration. 

A father and son died in the 
first strike outside the southern 
city of Basra on Jan. 13, when 
their home was hit. 

At least four of the dead were 
‘civilians. 

A1 Thawra also carried an 
opinion poll suggesting most Ira- 
qis supported Iraq's peace over- 
tures following the arrival of Mr. 
Clinton at the White House 
Wednesday. 

“A public opinion poll- 
.. .showed that 82 per cent of 
people support the (ruling) Re- 
volution Command Council's 
teasefire decision,” it said. 

“The remaining 18 per dent 
rejected it as a dimbdown^n the 
pan of Iraq and said they were 
doubtful the new U.S. admims- 
tration would respond positively 
to Iraq's useful overtures,” it 
added. 

A1 Thawra also highlighted the 
of a baby milk factory 
two years ago to the 


day by the United States and its 
allies in the Gulf war as a germ 
warfare plant. 

the factory is one of Iraq's 
most cherished symbols of Gulf 
war destruction. 

“The leadership of Iraq under 
President Saddam Hussein has 
great faith in dialogue to solve 
differences between nations," AJ 
Thawra quoted Prime bfinister 
Mohammad Hamza A1 Zubetdi 
as saying at the opening cere- 
mony. 

Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ra m ada n , quoted by Iraqi Tele- 
vision, told a visiting delegation 
that Iraq's ceasefire declaration 
cm Mr. Clinton’s inauguration 
day and its offer of talks to the 
new U.S. president was “to reaf- 
firm Iraq’s seriousness, good faith 
to solve problems through dia- 
logue." 

Iraqi newspapers reporting on 
Iraq’s decla rati on 'of a ceasefire 
and offer of “constructive talks" 
to Mr. Clinton, said Thursday it 
had not acted from a position of 
weakness. 

Most were cautious about pre- 
dicting change in U.S. policy 
towards Iraq under Mr. Qmton. 

“Iraq's goodwill initiative was 
made from a position of strength 
and steadfastness," the army 
newsppaer AI Qadissiya said in 
an editorial. 

‘There is no easy and quick 
victory when two conflicting ideas 
and wills dash for survival,” Ai 
Thawra said. 

U.N. legal experts have joined 
a growing chorus of critics of the 
use of allied military power to 
keep the “no-fly” zone in place in 


“ft 


■ranee Wednesday said Sun- 
day's U.S. cruise, attack was an 
excessive use of force, although 
Britain defended the raid. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Gbafi has welcomed Bagh- 
dad’s pledge not to shoot at allied 
flights patrolling the “no-fly 
zones. 

However, he added that he 
"strongly hopes that this develop- 
ment together with fall com- 
pliance with all security Council 
resolutions by Iraq will decrease 
tension in the area," said Dr. 
Ghaii’s spokesman, Joe Sills. 

Ghali’s U.N. legal advisers 
stepped into the debate over 
whether the United States, Bri- 
tain and France have the right to 
enforce the air exclusion zones. 

The allies have been citing as 
justification* Security Council. Re- 
solution 688, which “condemns 
the repression" of Iraqi civilians, 
specifically mentioning the 
Kurds, and demands that 'Bagh- 
dad hah it immediately. 

After much prodding from re- 
porters, the U.N. Legal Depart- 
ment Wednesday said Resolution 
688 was unenforceable. 

Only resolutions that cite 
Chapter VI of the U.N. Charter 
allow the use of military force, 
such as the Gulf war resolution 
and the resolutions demanding 
the abolition of Iraq’s midear, 
chemical and nuclear weapons 
programmes. 

Mr. Sills, after consulting the 
legal department, noted that Re- 
solution 688, “since it was not a 
Chapter VII resolution, does not 
have an enforcement provision in 
it." 

But in an effort to avoid a 
confrontation with the allies, Mr. 
Sills quickly added, “it’s not our 
function or the secretary- 
general’s function to tell a 
member-state how to define a 
resolution." 

China blocked the other coun- 
cil members from citing Chapter 
VII in Resolution 688, threaten- 
ing to use its veto power. 

Beijing did not want a prece- 
dent set for foreign powers to use 
force to protect_ minorities in a 
sovereign state. Such a precedent 
could eventually have resulted in 
similar protection being extended 
to Tibetans and other national 
minorities in China. 

Resolution 688 makes no men- 
tion of Iraqi overflights, prohibi- 
tions on such flights, or exclusion 
zones to protect Iraqi civilians. 


Beirut allows 

(Continued from page I) 
day to the Lebanese army check- 
point at Maij AI Zohour, five 
kilometres to the north to de- 
mand a solution to their ordeal. 

Dr. Rantisi said the expelled 
men would address letters to 
Arab leaders and United Nations 
Secretary-General Boutros GhaH 
pleading with them to exert pr e s s- 
ure on Israel to accept their re- 
turn. 

“We want no other home than 
Palestine,” Dr. Rantisi told re- 
porters declaring solidarity with 
the Lebanese government’s deci- 
sion to reject their expulsion. 

“Had the Lebanese govern- 
ment accepted ns, otxr cause 
would have gone away,” Dr. 
Rantisi added. 

In a letter addressed to Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, Mr. Hariri and 
House Speaker Nabih Beni, Dr. 
Rantisi said: "We thank the 
Lebanese leaders for their hon- 
ourable stands which support our 
just demand to return home." 

The demonstrators, marching 
five in a row, chanted: "The 
Koran is our constitution and 
death in the cause of God is our 
cherished wish.” 



Claims and counterclaims 
tug-of-war in Iraq’s war arena 


By G. H. Jansen 


The writer has just ended a week- 
long visit to Iraq. 

THE CRUISE missile attack on 
the Rashid Hotel here last Sun- 
day night was a fine example of 
coUttstoQ between the U.S. and 
Britain. The division of roles 
between the two was: The U.S. 
provided the missile and the U.K. 
provided the lying cover-stray — 
that the attack had not been by an 
American cruise but by an Iraqi 
anti-aircraft missile, launched 
against die 44 cruises sent to 
Strike the Iraqi capital that night. 

This coDuaon became evident 
when, within half an hour of the 
news of the hit on the Rashid, the 
B.B.C. — and from London, not 
Baghdad, was saying that the 
hotel had been struck by an Iraqi 
missile, not tbe American cruise. 
That this extraordinary story — 
the victim of the attack being the 
attacker — should be prepared 
with such speed can only mean 
that the story was ready before- 
hand. 

After a little while, the British 
media produced a farther story 
for “proof." This alleged that the 
parts of the missile found in the 
crater showed that the missile bad 
been manufactured by the Amer- 
ican firm making the cruise, had 
been planted there by the Iraqis, 
who, rt was said, used pieces from 
missiles collected durfag “Desert 
Storm" in 1991. 

This was nothing but another 
fantastic yarn because foreign 
correspondents living in the 
Rashid told me half an hour after 


the missile attack that they bad 
picked up those missile pieces on 
the scene immediately after the 
attack. Thus, the Iraqis had 
neither the time nor the oppor- 
tunity to do the “planting" and if 
they bad tried to do such a thing 
they most certainly would have 
been discovered because the site 
was swarming with hotel guests, 
police, journalists, doctors and 
spectators as soon as the missile 
struck the hotel. 

Furthermore, the British story 
was viably dSsproven by a film 
shot from the roof of the hotel 
during the raid by two young and 
intrepid camera women of CNN. 
This film, which I saw, clearly 
shows the missile whooshing in to 
slam into the building below the 
recording eye of the camera 
which was violently jerked up- 
wards by the explosion ten floors 
below when the projectile hit the 
garden just outside the hotel lob- 
by. 

Nevertheless, Britain’s official 
line, that it was the Iraqis who 
attacked the Rashid, was rein- 
forced by the egregious British 
Prime Minister John Major when 
he continued to insist that the 
Iraqis were the culprits and then 
said that this theory was backed 
by “British military experts”; 
some "e x pe r ts". 

After two days of trying to pass 
the blame onto the Iraqis, the 
U.S. owned up and said that the 
hit on the hotel was made by a 
cruise. But not deliberately, only 
by accident after the missile was 
struck by Iraqi anti-aircraft fire so 


that it was then diverted from its 
course to precisely bit the Rashid. 
It is impossible to accept this 

version — which also makes the 
Iraqis culpable — because the 
hotel is 20 kilometres from the 
avowed target of the raid, a I 
factory on foe other side of Ba 
dad. Also the Rashid is the only 
tall building in that immediate 
vicinity. 

But why should the Americans 
want to target a hotel which 
lodged some 700 guests, from 51 
countries, attending an interna- 
tional Islamic conference, as well 
as 95 journalists, including the 
CNN team? 

According to members of the 
CNN team, it was precisely their 
presence which was the provoca- 
tion because, during the coalition 
campaign against Iraq, the 
cameras of CNN, and the com- 
mentary by Peter Arnett, simply 
by telling the troth, did a great 
(teal of bairn to the coalition 
attempt to control the news. It 
must be recalled that during that 
war foreign correspondents were 
repeatedly warned, because the 
coalition wanted to attack the 
Rashid which, it was claimed, 
concealed a “command and con- 
trol centre" in its basement. 

Investigating this claim, CNN 
cameras showed that the base- 
ment was a large empty space 
used as an air raid shelter by hotel 
guests and people in the nearby 
quarter. As for U.S. qualms ab- 
out killing and injuring Islamic 
scholars and journalists, it must 
be remembered that the Bush 


administration, by imposing and 
tightening the strict U.N. sanc- 
tions regime, especially on medi- 
cines — some of which were paid ' 
tor by Iraq before its invasion of 
Kuwait — has cold-bloodedly 
condemned to a slow death 
thousands of Iraqi children whose 
mortality rate has trebled since 
sanctions began. Compared to 
this, the lives of a few hnndred 
anti-American Islamic delegates 
and inconvenient journalists is a 
minor matter. 

The Iraqi government is itself 
convinced that the Rashid was 
deliberately targeted because, as 
the Minister of Industry Dr. Amir 
AI Saadeh told me, the Rashid 
was an important Iraqi asset, the 
raily government-owned hotel in 
the city, a symbol to all Iraqis of 
their country’s modernity, arid 
well-known throughout the world 
because it has served as a base for 
foreign correspondents. 

Why should Britain pursue 
Iraq with such malicious spite, 
taking an attitude more vicious 
than that adopted by France, for 
instance? The consensus of Iraqi 
opinion is that Britain has never 
forgiven Iraq for its nationalisa- 
tion of the Iraq Petroleum Com- 
pany in 1972. It was through this 
company that Britain controlled 
Iraq. That act was meticulously 
planned and organised by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, then vice- 
president, and set a bad prece- 
dent and pattern far-other Third 
World nationalisations of western 
assets. 

Air raids on Baghdad are 


fiar things. I watched the 
Ty strike from the seventh 
floor balcony of my hotel, the 
.Palestine-Meridien, alongside the 
Tigris. The bdkfing shuddered 
when nearby heavy anti-aircraft 
batteries loosed-off so the night 
sky was filled with bursts of light 
from exploding shells and the 
delicate patterning of red tracers. 
But below the aiishow the chy 
was ablaze with all its street 
lights, traffic flowed on normally, 
cars with their headlights still on 
and Saddam Hussein continued 
ranting on the television. Bagh- 
dadis nave, quite obviously, got 
used to air raids. 

While aD this was going on, I 
saw a bright light moving down 
the Tigris — just above eye level 
— which went zooming past the 
hotel. This was one of the cruise 
missiles going about its business. 
Since it was moving from north to 
south it must have been one of 
those launched from American 
ships jn the Red Sea, on the other 
side of Arabia. Such are the 
marvels of modern military scien- 
ce. 

Two mysteries remain about 
the Rashid affair: Did the war- 
head of the cruise missile which 
hit the Rashid explode, and if it 
did not, where did it land? It is 
dear to any visitor to the hotel 
that the warhead did not explode 
at the building. If it had, the hotel 
would have been devastated 
rather than damaged. And the 
unexploded warhead is not in the 
crater in the hotel garden. There 
are three possible explanations 


for this curious situation: The 
missile was, indeed, hit by Iraqi 
groundfire and exploded high 
above the ground, scattering de- 
bris, some of which hit the hotel. 
Second, the missile broke up, 
after being hit by Iraqi fire, and 
the warhead fell in some undis- 
closed place. Third it could have 
been a special cruise, with a dud 
warhead or without an armed 
warhead, which was launched 
against the hotel. 

The importance of establishing 
the truth of what happened at the 
Rashid is great now because the 
war of claim and counter-claim 
continues. The Iraqis did very 
well in northern Iraq on Thursday 
to observe their own ceasefire 
and not respond to provocative 
American attacks on Iraqi missile 
launchers. The U.S. claimed that 
these were attacked after the 
Iraqis “menaced" U.S. planes by 
“locking on” their radar. But 
who says the Iraqis did this? 
TTiere is only the word of U.S. 
pilots who are partisan and whose 
word is not to be accepted as 
evidence. It is to Iraq's advantage 
to maintain the ceasefire while it 
is to the advantage of U.S. 
“hawks" to make it look as if it is 
Iraq breaking its own ceasefire, 
thus proving that Iraqis are not to 
be trusted. The trouble is that 
U.S. policy on Iraq is still influ- 
enced by second-line Bush admi- 
nistration officials like Djeredjian 
and Aronson. The sooner Mr. 
Clinton moves his own team in at 
all levels, the better the chances 
of U.S.-Iraq understanding will 
be. 


Stay committed but don’t push us around, Europe tells Clinton 


By Patrick Worsnip 

Renter 

LONDON — On the eve- of -Bill 
Clinton's inauguration as U.S. 
president, European allies are 
sending trim a confused message: 
stay committed to Europe — fait 
don't push us around. 

Fears of American isolation- 
ism, both political and economic, 
have haunted Europe since Mr. 
Clinton stormed to victory in last 
November’s presidential election 
on a pledge to focus on the 
country’s domestic woes instead 
of playing the world st a t es m an. 

Although even the Clinton 
camp now recog ni s e s that press- 
ing foreign crises — dramatically 
exemplified by the past week’s 
U.S.-led air strikes on Iraq — wifi 
■ot go away simply became he fas. 
taken power, those worries per- 
sist 

“The biggest hope when it 
comes to foreign policy is that the 


United States will continue to be 
an international player, economi- 
cally, politically and militarily," 
sqys Magnus Jerneck of Land 
University in Sweden. 

“There is a worry that the 
United States could become more 
isolationist, and less interested in 
Europe.” 

What little bas emerged of 
Clinton's likely foreign policy has 
suggested no major changes from 
that of his predecessor George 
Bush. 

Mr. Clinton has warned Iraq to 
expect no shift in Washington's 
tough line on the Gulf, and while 
he has spoken of “taming up the 
heat” on the Serbs in Bosnia he 
has continued to rule out commit- 
ting U.S. ground forces there. 

This has led the British govern- 
ment, for instance, to predict 
business as usual with the new 
administration. “We foresee no 
problems in working in harmony 
with the incoming Clinton admi- 


nistration,’' said one official in 
London. 

But some analysts believe the 
British and other European gov-' 
ernments are clinging to an 
A tl anticist policy that has been 
outdated by world events, and 
that the Clinton team may well -be 
more interested in areas like 
Mexico and East Asia. 

“We (Europeans) matter less 
to the United States than we did 
20 years, 10 years or even five 
years ago. That's the most painful 
thing we've got to recognise," 
says William Wallace of St 
Antony’s College in Oxford. 

For many European . govern- 
ments, the issue has been trans- 
lated into how many troops the 
United States intends to keep in 
Emope now that the cold war is 
over. Mr. Clinton has said 
100,000, compared with the 
target of 150,000 set by Mr. Bosh. 

The chairman of the U.S. joint 
chiefs of staff. General Cohn 


Powell, wrote in a recent maga- 
zine article: “I believe our politic- 
al leaders understand that the 
debate is about the numbers 
' not the presence." 

But not all Europeans are so 
sure. “There are some concerns 
about longer-term commitment," 
said one diplomat in Brussels, site 
of NATO’s headquarters. 

According to Mr. Wallace, fad- 
ing U.S. commitment to Europe 
“will translate into sharper U.S. 
demands for burden-sharing from 
the allies, so we ■ pay for 
Americans-led operations.” 
Paradoxically, concerns over 
long-term U.S. policy in Europe 
co incid e with French-led 
attempts to create a more inde- 
pendent European “defence 
identity" and rising resistance to 
attempts by Washington to dic- 
tate western policies in crisis 
areas. 

Oh the Gulf, French officials 
have suggested unease oyer last* 


Sunday’s U.S. cruise missile 
attack on Iraq, Italy has pointed 
out that it has taken no part in the 
latest raids and Russia has called 
them disproportionate . 

As for Bosnia, Washington's 
efforts to goad Britain and 
France, which have thousands of 
troops there, into tongher action 
while withholding U.S. ground 
forces, has gone down badly. 

London and Paris have so far 
blocked U.S. attempts to enforce 
a “no-fly zone" over Bosnia 
through the United Nations. 

"The French and British 
appear today keen not to be 
automatically dragged along by 
American 'leadership’," the in- 
fluential French daily Le Monde 
commented this week. 

“We would like to see a period 
of bargai nin g and cooperation 
...rather than the strident super- 
powerism we have been seeing 
lately,’’ says Patrick McCarthy of 
Johns Hopkins University in 


Bologna, Italv. 

Economically, the same fears 
of U.S. isolationism and even 
protectionism combine with 
hopes of what French commenta- 
tor Alain Duhamel called “a 
more balanced cooperation with 
the Europeans.” 

European Community diplo- 
mats say the main concern of 
commission President Jacques 
Dolors will be to secure U.S. 
backing for a coordinated inter- 
national growth strategy to get 
the western world out of its cur- 
rent recession. 

They say the community also 
wants to see Mr. Clinton's team 
get to grips rapidly with the 
GATT negotiations on world 
trade, already six years old, to 
avoid them dragging on inde- 
finitely. 

Some experts welcome Mr. 
Qmton's plan to focus on the 
U.S. economy' as good for 
Europe too. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. MR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARASONS 

tfl 60*676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 
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i CROWN i 

a MTX EST. I 
1 Packing, shipping, ■ 
h forwarding, storage, ■ 
1 clearing, door-to-door m • 
1 service jg > 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

open Daily 1&30-&30pm 

7.30 -tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


To l 659319 659520 




Zo/p mMmtU& U Jfl i $ jjj-t 

UE EOTIS FBB OBI SERBS 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN — 

☆ Kais Drydean. 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair -A Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Uphoistry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fex 
828163 



4 RENT & SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0809 
Pax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RECTAUBANT] 

Special Chinese Poods 


Stifled Chinese Chefs 

\Opcn JjlsWtM A 6.1)0-11:30 Atyl 


Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

| Tat 681922, Amman 

Once Tasked 
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' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: *18214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

i 6:30 - Midnight / 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taira away Is avuNaMa 

Open daily 12:(J0-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


Trio Krisola 
ALKHAIMABAB. 
SdOpjn-UOajn 


£ A ? % JT 


I!- 

t 



CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


‘ 120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from ail great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles at China. 
Pr qared fay oer 
Chinese cbrfs 
Open da??y for 
lunch & dinner 
Tike an? strikes 
Jabal A) Hussein 
Mnistiy ot Trade 
& Industrial ftd. 
TeL C7755 


I Car-Rental 

Pick up-dellvcry 




Every great city in the world has its China 
Town and Anvnarfcnow has its own. 


Where you can 
Chinese di&r 


ie mpst exquisite 
“ L "nd dinner. 


Town 

^eilaurani 



j^pj^Towri; 

at the j jmfra ffi 'f j a a fc Hotel 
Tel. 674295 dr 6741 I f - ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
'Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


OAKOTEL 

llr*|l|l= 


Amman- Tel -668 193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 





French 


fEuisin c 


RESERVATION 
TEL 819564 
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Former 76ers star Charles Barkley of the Phoenix Suns goes np for a 

■data li nnfc 

NBA bad boy fined 
another $10,000 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
National Basketball Association 
Thursday fined Phoenix Suns for- 
ward Charles Barkley S 10.000 
and suspended him one game 
Without pay for his latest conduct 
lapse, vaulting over the scorer's 
table to pursue a referee. 

NBA vice president Rod Thorn 
imposed the penalty after Bark- 
ley chased official Itm Dark after 
the two exchanged words at the 
end of the Knicks’ 106-103 victory 
over the Suns at New York’s 
Madison Square Garden Mon-, 
day. 

Because he was in a hurry. 
Barkley took the shortest route 
available, leaping over the side- 
line table and knocking out the 
Garden’s computer scoring sys- 
tem on the way. 

“Our rules are dear that play- 
ers and coaches are to go im- 
mediately from the court to the 
kicker room, both at halftime and 
at the end of the game, without 
any discussion with the game 
"facials." Thom said. 

‘•Conduct such as Charles dis- 
played Monday cannot be toler- 
ated.” 

The escapade was reported to 
League, and Thom told Bark- 
ley he must sit out Thursday* 
night's game between the Suns 



Hirst joins Shearer on England injury list 

LONDON (R) — David Hirst of Sheffield Wednesday could miss 
England's World Cup qualifier against San Marino next month 
with a leg injury, the second striker in doubt for the European 
group tw> match at Wembley. Hirst pulled a thigh muscle in his 
club's 1-1 draw at Ipswich in a League Cup quarter-final and 
manager Trevor Francis said the injury could rule the striker out 
for up to four weeks. Blackburn's Alan Shearer, who Jed the 
attack when England beat Turkey 4-0 in tiie previous qualifier at 
Wembley November 18. is in doubt for the February 17 match 
after a cartilage operation 10 days ago. 

Lswis offers to fight Foreman for $8 million 

NEW YORK (R) — World Boxing Council (WBC) champion 
Lennox Lewis has offered to fight George Foreman for at least $8 
million. Lewis' promoter said Thursday. Foreman, the 
heavyweight champion from 1973-74. came back to the ring after 
a 10-year retirement. After a string of victories against mostly 
unihrealening fighters. Foreman lost a title bout to former 
undisputed heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield in April 
1991. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HIRSCH 

'IIB T-drw muu Serrcn ^ 


OFFERING A CHOICE 


Both vulnerable. Easi deals. 

NORTH 

* K 10 fl 

\ AK94 

: J 10 

west east 

« AQJS6 476 

~ Q “832 

:■ 6 3 2 : Q 9 8 5 4 

AK-1 10 3 *762 

SOUTH 

* 4 3 2 

7 J 10 7 6 5 

: A K 7 

* Q 9 
The bidding 

East South West North 

Pa>s Pass 1 * DbJ 

Push 4 . Pa** Pass 

Pms 

Openiop lead- Queen of * 

Bridge m the U.S. is alive and 
well. At the recent Spring North 
American Championships in Pasa- 
dvnu. Calif., a team of young New 
Yorkers led b.v Lapt Chan scored an 
upr-ct win over the top-seeded squad 
"( fiTmcr world champions cap- 
tuined by Malcolm Brachman of 
Callus. They did so by making life 
difficult for their more illustrious 
■••PP’wnls throughout the match. 
Hvrvs u n example. 

Sou* South's jump to four hearts 
in n--.pon.tc to North's takeout dou- 


ble. Despite only 10 high-card 
points, the fifth heart and the fact 
that all the points were working jus- 
tified South's optimism. Looking at 
all the cards, four hearts seems to be 
a simple enough contract, but not 
after an inspired opening lead by 
Uday lvaturi. West. 

Ivaturi selected the queen of 
spades for his initial aalvo and sud- 
denly declarer. Peter Weichsel of 
Encinitas, Calif, had a major prob- 
lem. Assuming West has a five-card 
suit. East had no more than two 
spades and. if they included the ace, 
covering with the king would spell 
defeat. East would win and return a 
spade to West’s jock, then ruff the 
third spade. Declarer would still 
have to concede a chib— down one. 

If that »as the East he . ding, the 
way to success was to duck the first 
trick in dummy, and duck the con- 
tinuation. However, playing low 
would lose if the cards were distrib- 
uted as in the diagram. 

The combined East-West high- 
card count was only 15 and, even 
allowing for a light opening bid, 
Weichsel decided, after much 
thought, that West was unlikely to 
have opened without the ace of 
spades. So he elected to go up with 
the king. That held, the game sailed 
home, but West had come within an 
eyelash of beating the "unbeatable." 


Courier, Seles advance to last 16 


MELBOURNE ( AP) — Defend- 
ing champions Jim Courier and 
Monica Seles turned up the beat 
Friday, continuing their dream 
runs with straight-sets third- 
round victories at die Australian 
Open Tennis Championship- 

American Courier was too 
strong for bespectacled French- 
man Guillaume Raoux, wining 
6-4. 6-3, 6-4 to advance to the 
round of 16 as the on-court 
temperature climbed to 42 C 
(109-F). 

“Pm hoping it gets hot,” said 
Courier. “I'm from Florida. I'm 
used to the heat. It suits me.” 

Seles, who is looking for her 
third straight women’s singles ti- 
tle, was even more dominant in 
trouncing veteran American 
baseliner Patty Fendick 61. 6-0 
in just 47 minutes. The match had 
only 74 points, of which Seles 
won 52. 

“I tried not to let her get too 
much into the match,” Seles said 
with masterful understatement. 

The Yugoslav player has nude 
it at least to the final in the last 
seven Grand Slam tournaments 
she has contested, winning six. 

Grand Slam Cup winner 
Michael Stich of Germany found 
the going tough against Austra- 
lian Jason Stoltenberg, but No. 


14 Stich eventually won 5-7, 64, 
7-6 (7-0), 4-6, 61. 

Petr Korda, Guy Forget and 
Sergi Brugnera, three of the 
other leading European conten- 
ders, also won third- round men's 
angles matches. 

Courier hit with accuracy and 
strength to wear down Raoux, 
who is solid but lacks a weapon. 

The Frenchman won a tourna- 
ment in Brisbane last year, but 
never had made it past the second 
round in his 13 Grand Slam 


and Cleveland Cavaliers in Rich- 
field. Ohio. 

“I made a mistake and they're 
going to suspend me for the 
game.” Barkley said. “I just have 
to deal with it — I don't think it 
warranted a suspension. But I 
know what they got to do. They 
got to keep people coming, so 
they've got to control the image 
of the leage. So I understand 
that.” 

Last season, when he was with 
Philadelphia, Barley was fined 
S10.000 and suspended for one 
game for spitting at a fan. In 
1990. he paid S39.000 in fines, 
including a $20,000 charge for a 
fight with Detroit’s Bill Laimbeer 
and another $5,000 for a running 
bet he had with Mark Jackson, 
then with the New York Knicks, 
over who would make big plays in 
games between the two teams. 
The year before, his fines totalled 
$45,000. 

A year ago, Thom reflected on 
Barkley's continuing conduct 
problems. 

"It seems that with Charles, it’s 
a thing,” he said. “It just keeps 
happening. He’s just got to cut it 
out." 

And that was before Thom 
imposed the $10,000 fine for the 
spitting affair. 



Guy Forget 


Courier said he was not think- 
ing about repeating as champion. 
“Tlie only thing to worry about is 
the next match,” be said. “I can't 
win what’s not in front of me.” 

Courier has not dropped a set 
in his opening three matches, 
while Seles has conceded only six 
games. 

Korda, the seventh-seeded left- 
hander from the Czech Republic, 
won a hard-fought struggle with 
Ukraine teen-ager Andrei Med- 
vedev 64, 4-6, 63, 7-6 (7-5). 
Korda kept bis nerve best in a 
match that was error-filled but 
lasted two hours and 43 minutes. 

He won whea his final forehand 
crosscouit hit the net tape and 
dropped right on the sideline, 
giving Medvedev no chance to 
recover. 

“Maybe that was the present 
for my birthday,” said Korda, 
who turns 25 Saturday. 

“I played a bad match,” said 
Medvedev. “I think I deserved 
lose this match on a net cord. It 
was the right end. It was like 
(Mike) Tyson punch. The end.” 

Korda is aiming to build on bis 
performance of last year, when 
he readied the final of the French 
Open, losing to Courier. He 
served and volleyed with ferocity 
against the skfiful Medvedev, but 
also hit 12 double faults. 

Korda next plays American 
qualifier Chris Gamer, ranked 
220 in the world, who beat com- 
patriot Todd Witsken 61, 61, 
4-6, 64. 

Bruguera, the 15th seed from 





Mi charl Stich of Germa ny emits after a good hit in a dose match at 
the Australian Open (AFP photo) 


Spain, straggled past left-handed 
Dutchman Jan Sterne rink 7-6 :7- 
5), 4-6, 63, 3-6, 9-7. 

Qay court specialist Bruguera 
has taken 14 sets to win bis three 
matches. 

“When you are playing tough 
matches like that you lose ener- 
gy., but the wins also give you 
more confidence,” he said. 

Sterne rink staved off three 
match points before Brugnera 
chnched the win and a meeting 




Jim Courier 


with Courier. 

In contrast to the struggles of 
Korda and Bruguera, French- 
man Forget, the Utb seed, 
cruised by Australian Jamie Mor- 
gan 63, 6-2, 62 in jost one boar 
29 minutes. Forget advanced to 
the final 16 of the Open for only 
the third time in nine a tte mp ts. 

Forget, who has not yet drop- 
ped a set in the tournament, plays 
American Kelly Jones, a qualifier 
who surprisingly eliminated coun- 
tryman David Wheaton 0-6, 63, 
64, 62. 

French players Mazy Pierce, 
Nathalie Tauziat and Julie Halaxd 
all progressed to the final 16 of 
the women’s draw. 

Pierce, seeded 10th, dismissed 
American high school student 
Lindsay Davenport 63, 6-0,* 
while Tauziat, the No. 13 seed, 
advanced with a 62, 6-1 win over 
Nanne Dahknan of Finland. 

Halaid surprised No. 16 seed 
Zina Garrison-Jadcson of the Un- 
ited States 64, 7-5. 

Tauziat, who next plays Seles, 
lodged a complaint about the 
world No. l’s granting during last 
year's Wimbledon tournament. 

“If it disturbs me a gain I will 
complain. If it doesn’t, I won’t,” 
Tauziat said. 


Atletico Madrid face mid-season crisis 

MADRID (R) — Seven mana- last season, are lying sixth in the bon, who said they would discuss ' dumped in 1988 when Ati< 


MADRID (R) — Seven mana- 
gers m six years and a steady 
stream of expensive new signings 
have not rid Atletico Madrid of 
their nickname “the jinxed 
team.” 

The Spanish club who last won 
the league 15 years ago, have not 
won a game since November, 
their star Portuguese striker has 
stormed home saying be never 
wants to return and the manager, 
in danger of getting the sack, is 
fuming. 

“It’s not normal for a team like 
Atletico to go without a victory 
for almost two months,” the drily 
sports paper El Mundo Deporti- 
vo commented, adding: “Things 
are now coming to a head.” 

Atletico were dubbed the 
“pupas” (the jinxed) more than 
20 years ago by former chairman 
Vicente Calderon after they de- 
veloped a knack of losing key 
games, losing players through in- 
jury and buying stars who foiled. 

The name and the jinx had 
stuck and this season the side who 
seem destined to live in the sha- 
dows of neighbours Real Madrid 
and Catalonia's Barcelona, are 
suffering more than ever. 

Atletico, who finished third 


Peanuts 


league, eight points adrift of top 
dub Deporti vo Coruna. They 
have not been so low in the table 
at this stage of the season since 
1983-84. 

Team spirit has crumpled as 
their winning touch has dis- 
appeared and coach Luis Ara- 
gones has directed his anger at 
some of his top players, especially 
team captain and Portuguese in- 
ternational Paulo Futre. 

‘Tm cross. When my team 
should be winning and just isn’t, I 
get angry,” he said following 
Atletico' s uninspired 1-1 draw 
against arch rivals Real Madrid 
last Saturday. 

“Futre didn't fight as he should 
have,” Aragones told reporters. 
“Tilings can’t go on like this, he 
has to start helping his team 
mates ... that’s a warning.” 

His post-match comments en- 
raged Futre, who joined Atletico 
in 1987 and this season has scored 
six goals. He poured out his 
frustration to journalists after 
leaving for Portugal to join the 
national squad ahead of their 
weekend encounter with Malta. 

Future has had talks this week 
with his first dub Sporting Lis- 



bon, who said they would discuss 
a transfer from Atletico. 

While it seems certain that 
Atletico will now lose their cap- 
tain, speculation is mounting in 
the Spanish press that they may 
also lose their manager, booted 
out by the club's flamboyant, 
demanding chairman Jesus Gil. 

Gil has so for kept remarkably 
calm, but with Atletico earning 
only three points out of a possible 
12 in their last six games and with 
their last victory coming in 
November against Sevilla, 
Aragones 's position is not secure. 

“A coach knows that when 
things go badly be can be thrown 
out, but things are very calm in 
the dub and I don’t believe I'm 
going to lose my job,” Aragones 
said, shortly before the Madrid 
derby and prior to his very public 
row with Futre. 

He has received public backing 
from Gil: “Luis will stay on at the 
dub for as long as he wants,' 
Atletico’s chairman said January 
13. However, as commentators 
point out, Gil has sacked mana- 
gers in the past who were faring 
much better. 

Cesar Luis Menotti was 


SOMETIMES I LIE AWAKE AT 
NISUT, AMP I ASK MYSELF... 


dumped in 1988 when Atletico 
were third in the table. The fol- 
lowing season Gil uncere- 
moniously ousted charismatic 
Briton Ron Atkinson, again 
when che team were third. 

The next year two managers, 
Britain’s Colin Addison and Spa- 
niard Javier- Clemente, were 
sacked when the side were doing 
well and one year later Yugoslav 
replacement Tomislav I vie was 
removed when Atletico were 
second. 

The Madrid side have also had 
a fast turnaround of players in 
recent years, buying and then 
losing a steady stream of Spanish 
internationals as well as the Au- 
strian international Gerhard 
Rodax and Brazilian de Morais. 

Aragones has a simple solution 
to the present troubles. “The 
team just needs to win,” he said, 
and there are some glimmers of 
hope for him. 

Best news for the beleaguered 
dub was the successful return at., 
the weekend of German midfiel- 
der Berod Schuster, who has 
been out of action for nearly 
three months, but returned in 
style against Real. 




Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n*Jeff 


1 1 GOTTA GET yP 
EARLY TO GO To \ 
WORK SO IU.SETI 


THE ALARM CLOCK/ 
For SEVEN' r-* 


oeff; why You ) 
PUTTING THE 
ALARM CLOCK OUT 
ON THE FIRE r- 
ESCAP6? 


oo) f I PUT IT OUT N SO you Pont! ’cause I YVoU HoORBOOB, 
E S THERE SO I PONT) HEAR »T RlNS? cSOTTA l IF YOU GOTTA 
out] HEAR IT RING /Vwell, wrty SETUP SETUP WHY 
J tomorrow p I VoU Ji AT<?e\;CKl I no YOU PUT 
MORNING.'/ V SgT 


TOMORROW 

MORNING.') 


DlD VoU 
SET IT? , 


AT SEVEN IDO YOU PUT IT 
O’CLOCK TO \ WHERE YOU 
<30 TO woPK' /CANT HEAR fl? 



DO YOU LIKE 
TO HEAR THE 
ALARM CLOCK 
RING AT 
SEVEN IN THE 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 23, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll FUghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Moon conjunct Saturn today 
makes the grass look alot greener 
elsewhere indeed. If you’re feeling 
a little sluggish, a carrot juice will 
energize nicely. Agreements are 
firmly established today. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Lode to good friends and interest- 
ing acquaintances for the answ ere 
to which you have been searching 
and show them your interest in 
their welfare. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
highly, placed person who is versed 
in ways to realise an abundance 
can now give you excellent prin- 
ters for your material advance- 
ment, progress. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) An 
op to date thinking person of diffe- 
rent background understands your 
personal needs and will give you 
the know-how whereby to make 
than yours. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get into confidential dis- 
cussions with experts in the fields 
of interest to you and needle them 
out of the information you desire. 
UEO: (July 22 to August 21) If you 
can get off alone with a good friend 
to a place you both enjoy yon can 
have a very good time and also 
have a meeting productive of be- 
neficial results. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Look to one who has die power 


to revise some condition of an 
unusual nature that has been, a 
thorn in your flesh and accept, u& 
the suggestions given. • 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You now have the inspiration 
to gain your most imaginative- and 
idealistic aspirations so early un- 


to implement them m your life 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is a day when you will 
be able to understand your brolly 
members actual goals and you can 
please them by helping, them to 
realise them. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) Taking jaunts to sec 
or be with an outside a ss oc ia te 
finds you able to get into a closer 
union with that indivjdaal to your 
mutual advantage. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20} If you spend time 
finding out about modern methods 
and apply them to whatever your 
own personal holdings are. you cm 
realise more prosperity. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A great day for you to 
consider the various entertain- 
ments and recreations that yem like 
the most and make p reparation to 
enjoy them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your need for more accord 
with those who also live beneath 
your roof can now be gained by 
some unusual means for attaining 
their attention to your affection. 



“The most stupid opinions held 
by one man is 2,412. But 
you’re very dose!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble them lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordfoary words. 






Now arrange the circled letters to' 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : 14 1 


Yesterday's 


(Answers to mor row ) 

Jumbles: KINKY BATCH ALPACA TAMPER 

Answer What the patient got from his c h eopractor — 
BACK TALK 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Harold B. Count* 


ACROSS 
1 CapNai or JtaBa 
5 Showed a* 

10 Look over 


1 6 Recital ot events 

17 Ship 

accommodation 

18 Brainstorm 
ZOTYsTarean 

21 — out {made • 
do) 

22 Combus tibl e 
material 

24 Banfs rtvw 

25 Simple song 

28 Secure 

29 Outwitted. In a 
way 

32 Heavens 

33 Coniferous trees 

34 

35 Gotcha 

36 Held sway 

37 Deer 

38 Actor Beetty 

M luun 

ranK* 

alAlAe*f|aa( 

auiuSuXQn 
40 Port Saint—, 
Ra. 

41 Frogs-toba 
43 GoH hazard. 

44 North 
45 Endm 
40 Bowwr'e dsaght 
40 Desire 
49 Stadum sound 
52 MetaBc doth 
53 Ramshackle 
place 
58 Bakery 
empfoyw 
57 SmaB we igh t 
50 Queen — 's lace 
5S Craggy rib 
60 Consurmrtst 
Ralph 
61 Loch — 

DOWN 
1 PRaf base 
2 Spoken 
3 Dick" 

.4 Black cuckoo 


IB BBBBB BBBB 
IBBBBBBB BBBB 
I BIBB BBBBBB 
1BBB BBBBB 
IBBB JBBBBBJ4 
IBB BBBBB IBB 
IB BBBBB BBBB 
I BBBBB BBBBB 
IBBBBB BBBBBB 
IBBBB BBBB 1 
IBBB BBBB BBB 


Cl iOB2TrfeuwMKta Senttei, he. 


5 Summon 

6 Composer 
Harold 

7 Way 

8 ArfoBower 

9 Fated 

10 Chores 

11 Chevy Chase 
An 

12 SaSng word 

13 One 

18 On Sunday" 

23 Residents of: 
sufl. 

24 To — (exactly} 

25 Feasts 

26 Diversion 

27 Puzzled 

28 Kind of window 

29 Dow office 
work 

30 Uncanny . 

31 Hinder 

33 Thick SOUP 

36 Has confidence 

in 

37 Seek 


Yesterday's Pnafe Strived 


□nan nnnnn nnnn 
naan nnn^n nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnaa 
□nr. nnnn rannnn 
nnnn rcnnn 
nononn nnnn nnn 
nnnnn nan 
□OGanDBnnonannn 
nan nnnnn nnnn 
nan anna nnnnnn 
anna anno 
nnnnn nnnn nnn 
□nnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
sang □naan naon 
nnnn nnrenn annn 


38 u.s. president 

40 Vigorous 

42 Grasping tool 

43 ftaBsry 
45 Thrusting 

weapon 
48 Narrow cut 


48 Baton 

49 Study 

50 Admits 

51 Waflet 
kens 

64 — Guo 
(Chin - i 


47 Mexican Snack 66 Light btototf 
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Conwcy 

New y o*k 
Clem 
20/1/93 

Tokyo 

Clom. 

n * r 21/J/93 

SterBnft Pound’ - 

1.5450 

1.543% 

Deutsche Mark 

1.1009 

1.6047 

Swiss Franc 

1.4673 

bob 

French Franc 

5 .4140 


Japanese Yen 

■SSI 

124.6% 

European Conwy Uni! 

1.2235 

KSKJTfEl 

' ISO Itr STG 

- Birapfi Opmbe KMut. IMT 
li’iimiuiiuuij Infwrat Rmh 

Omtmz 

21/1/93 
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Currency 

1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

rir.TTT 

t JA. DoOur s. 

3.06 

3. 18 

3.31 

3.75 

Sterling Found 

6.S7 

6.68 

6.56 

6.50 

Deutsche Mark 

1.62 

t.31 

8.00 

7.43 

Swiss Franc 

oa 

HESS 

5.43 

5.31 

French Franc 

11.62 

11.25 

10.25 

5 .25 

Japanese Yen ■ 

3.81 

3 .68 

3.56 

3.43 

European Currency Unit 

. in • - 

9.75 

9.75 

9.50 

8.87 



USD/ Ox 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USWOt 

JD/Gm 

[Geld 1 

329.85 

6.45 

Silver 

3.73 

.080 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U-S. Dollar 

0.686 

0.688 

Surfing Pound 

1.0591 

1.0644 

Deutsche Marie 

0.4277 

0.4298 . 

Swiss Franc 

0.4670 

0.4693 

French Franc 

0.1266 

0.1212 

Japanese Yen* 1 

0.5498 

0.5525 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3803 

0.3822 

Swedish Krona 

0.0959 

0.0964 

Italian Lira* 

0.04-59 

0.047.1 

Belgian Franc 

0.02075 

0.02085 

“ nr wo 



Otter fill iwnrini 

D * < * s 21/1/1993 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini. Dinar 

1.7890 

1.8120 

ms. 

- si 0. 036885 

.- 4.0S8885 

Saudi . _ J 

'BESB9H 


Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2250 


Qatari Riyal 

0.1250 

0.1869 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

D.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7400 

1.7660 

UAE Dirham 

0.1850 

0.1869 

Greek Drachma* 

0. 31325 

0.32325 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4335 

1.4448 


Index 

18/1/1993 Cto » 

19/1/1993 0°“ 

AB-Sfcare 

185.21 

188. 71 

n. airing Sector 

134.23 

136.57 

Insurance Sector 

202.85 

205.87 

Industry Sector 

253.93 

259.72 

Services Sector 

257.87 

252.25 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leafing world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.2862/67 

Canadian dollar 

1.6100/10 

Deutsdremarks 

1.8080/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.4767/77 

Swiss francs 

33.13/17 

Belgian francs 

5.4475/525 

French francs 

1483/1488 

Italian fire 

124.85/90 

Japanese yen 

7.2100/200 

Swedish crowns 

6.8350/450 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1800900 

Danish crowns 

1.5150/60 


$329.30/329.80 



Japanese workers face 
skimpy pay rise in *93 


TOKYO (R) — In a reflection of 
Japan's economic downturn, an 
influential employers’ group has 
said that pay rises for workers in 
the coming year should be drasti- 
cally limited. 

The Japan Federadoa of Em- 
ployers' Association (Niticeiren) 
said labour should not .expect 
increases much beyond those 
granted last year, in order to ease 
the burden on struggling com- 
panies. 

“The most important subject in 
basic management policies is to 
maintain and secure employ- 
ment,” Nikkefrcn said in a re- 
port. 

The comments, the first salvo 
in annual wage negotiations 
usually held in March and April, 
reflect the dose relationship be- 
tween employer and employee in 
Japan. 

According to the unwritten 
rales of Japan's lifetime employ- 
ment system, employees are sup- 
posed to accept low increases in 
return fen being kept on -the 
payroll when times are tough. 

The annual wage increase 


holds profound implications for 
the nation’s ability to pull out of a 
prolonged economic downturn. 

Criticising labour’s demand 
this year that employers raise 
wages by some seven per cent or 
an average of more than 20,000 
yen ($160) a month, Nikkeiren 
said: “The demand by labour, 
which is little changed from a 
year ago, is completely unrealis- 
tic.” 

Last year, the regular annual 
rise agreed between management 
and labour was a scant 23 per 
cent. 

That would leave wage earners 
with virtually the same earning 
power as the 1991-92 fiscal year 
since the consumer price index is 
climbing at around 2.2 per cent. 

Although employees are being 
asked to accept a small pay pact 
this year, their job security is 
subject to question. Some eco- 
nomists believe the unemploy- 
ment rate could dimb as high as 
33 per cent this year from the 
current 2.2 per cent. 

Economists say the low wage 
increase could prolong Japan’s 


downturn because weak consum- 
er spending is one of the major 
reasons the economy remains in 

the doldrums. 

Many consumers, haunted by 
fears about the future, are in- 
creasing savings and reducing 
spending, leading to a self- 
fulfilling prophecy of economic 


Economists estimate that 
Japanese are saving about 16 per 
cent of disposable income com- 
pared with around 14 per cent in 
1989, the peak economic boom 
time. 

The OECD recently said that 
Japan’s economic slowdown, now 
nearly two years old, may have 
stopped as the government main- 
tains, but recovery will be long 
and slow. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) predicted in its 
year-end economic outlook that 
Japan’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) would grow 2.3 per cent 
in 1999, rising to only three per 
cent in 1994. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Kevin Costner.aiKl Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows: 030. 3:15. fcOO, &30. 1030 

Free Car Parking 

15 " Tel: 67557 r 

Nabfi A1 Masfiini Theatre 


"Cinema Tel: 634 1 44 X 

PHILADELPHIA X\ 


Patrick Swayze and Demi Moor . 
in 

GHOST 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:15. 830, 1030 

Th. + Fr. special show for children at 11:00 

The Fox And The Hound 






Tuesday January 5th marks the operas 
of the new theatre season presenting: 

rinriimnhm "" 

Dafly at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 


y 


AHLAN THEATRE 


Tel: 6Z5155\ 


“Welcome New Wsrid Orcler” 

Play will reappear in a new presentation on 
Jan. 25 , 1993 following the theatre's holiday 
Happy New Year 


\ 




Moscow 


petrol 


sharply 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Mos- 
cow has increased petrol prices by 
about 50 per cent bringing the 
cost of a litre of top grade fuel to 
just under 10 cents, ITAR-TASS 
news agency said. 

TASS said Moscow authorities 
were passing on higher prices 
imposed by oil producers. Top 
grade fuel would cost 48 roubles a 
litre and diesel fuel would cost 30 
roubles (six cents). 

■ The cost of Russian energy has 
risen sharply in the last 12 months 
after the country freed prices for 
most other goods, but fuel re- 
mains-, subsidised at .levels well 
below world prices. 

New Russian economic chief 
Boris Fyodorov said earlier this 
week Ire favoured letting fuel 
prices rise to world levels. 

“My policy is that (energy) 
prices should be brought closer 
and closer to world prices and 
only in tins way will we be able to 
liberalise our economy, Mr. 
Fyodorov said. But he said it 
would be difficult to free prices 
under current circumstances. 

Russia's Prime Minister Mon- 
day lifted price controls he bad 
imposed Jan. 1 in a step that had 
been widely viewed as a setback 
for free market reforms. 

Deputy Prime Minister Boris 
Fyodorov announced the deci- 
sion, and said Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin agreed to 
ft. Mr. Fyodorov called the ori- 
ginal decree “a bureaucratic mis- 
take.” 

The reversal, however, re- 
flected the deep divide between 
the new prune minister, a Soviet- 
era industrialist, and the young 
reformers in hb cabinet. Most 
had worked under Mr. Cber- 
no m yrd in ’s predecessor, Yegor 
Gaidar, the architect of Russia's 
reforms. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin issued a 
new decree saying that prices 
charged by some government- 
owned monopolies would be con- 
trolled, but that most prices in 
Rnsaa would be allowed to float 
freely, Mr. Fyodorov said. 

“We passed the (new) decree 
to prohibit the administrative reg- 
ulation of prices.” Mr. Fyodorov 
said at a news conference. “The 
exception is for monopoly enter- 
prises.” 

The government also plans to 
work more closely with the Rus- 
sian central bank to place stricter 
control on the money supply to 
curb inflation. 

Reimposing the price controls 
was Mr. Chernomyrdin's first ma- 
jor act as Russia’s new prime 
minister. He had defended the 
step as a way to bring order to the 
chaotic economy and protect con- 
sumers from spiraling prices. 


Clinton opts not to stick 
to old deficit targets 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton opened the door 
to widening the federal govern- 
ment’s budget deficit Thursday 
by deciding not to stick to fixed 
targets for the deficit set under a 
1990 law. 

The White House said Mr. 
Clinton notified Congress he 
would not return to the old sys- 
tem of fixed deficit ceilings and 
the threat of automatic spending 
cuts to enforce them. 

“The president has today noti- 
fied the congressional leadership 
of technical adjustments to be 
made in calculating the national 
deficit,” a White House state- 
ment said. 

The statement said that stick- 
ing to the old deficit target could 
bring about “across-the-board 
budget reductions in accounts, 
such as national defence feat 
could equal 11 per cent in the 
beginning of the next fiscal year.” 

It would also “undermine the 
credibility of economic and 
budget estimates,” the statement 
by White House Communications 
Director George Stephan opoulos 
said. 

“President Clinton will soon 
put before the Congress a real 
economic programme aimed at 
reducing the deficit and providing 
long-term economic growth," he 
pointed out. 

The 1990 deficit-reduction law 
required Mr. Clinton to decide by 
Thursday whether to stick to the 
deficit ceilings that were written 
into the law at that time for the 
fiscal year 1994, which begins in 
October, and 1995. 

The deficit target for fiscal 1994 
was approximately $306 billion, 
witha 15 billion margin of leeway 
on top of that. The deficit in the 
current fiscal year ending Sept. 30 
is projected at about $327 billion. 

This was Mr. Clinton's only 


chance, under the law, to decide 
not to abide by the ceilings, and 
be opted not to do so. His move 
does not preclude any deficit 
reduction he may choose to do on 
his own. 

During his campaign, Mr. Gin- 
ton pledged to cut the deficit in 
half within four years. But since 
he was elected, Mr. Ctimon has 
backpedalled on this pledge, 
saying new, higher estimates of 
the deficit would make it much 
more difficult to meet. 

The U.S. foreign aid program- 
me, rooted in the cofd war, beset 
by bureacratic inefficiency and 
arguably the most unpopular 
U.S. budget item, coaid face 
overhaul under the administra- 
tion of Mr. Clin toe. 

Both Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and key members of 
the U.S. Congress are talking 
about reforming foreign aid, 
which over the years has sup- 
ported despots and fuelled arms 
races even as it helped the world's 
impoverished. 

The aid programme, ax less 
than $15 billion, is a fraction of 
one per cent of the government's 
annual expenditures, but it is the 
one most reviled by U.S. voters 
when there is talk of budget 
cutting. 

Administration officials argue 
that the programme is not a 
giveaway but one that serves U.S. 
security interests and helps 
American employment. 

But too often hi the past aid 
was allocated on the basis of a 
foreign government’s anti- 
communism efforts while eyes 
were closed to its human rights 
and other abuses. 

“We have an aid programme 
that is largely attuned to the cold 
war period, where most of the 
analysis was whether or not the 


aid would somehow advantage us 
vis-a-vis the former Soviet Union. ! 
And that’s no longer a very re- * 
levant consideration,” Mr. - 
Christopher said last week. 

Mr. Omstopber told the Sen- ; 
ate Foreign Relations Committee 
that some military programme ■ 
could be cut now that the . 
ookl war had ended but that aid 
should continue to serve huma- 
nitarian purposes and “enlight- 
ened self-interest.” 

The basic U.S. foreign aid law 
has remained largely intact since 
1961. A congressional attempt to 
rewrite h failed two years ago but 
since then the end of the cold war ■ 
has removed much of the 
rationale behind it. 

This rationale included giving 
aid to despots merely because 
they were anti-communist, said 
Senator Patrick Leahy, a Demo- 
crat from Vermont who heads the 
Senate subcommittee that allo- 
cates foreign aid funds. 

“It’s a crazy way of doing 
things,” he said, noting that the 
cold war focus meant that Tor over 10 
years the United States poured 
more money into tiny El Salvador 
to save it from leftist takeover 
than anything projected for the 
former Soviet Union. 

Mr. Leahy's subcommittee 
plans hearings as early as Febru- 
ary to begin reexamining the aid 
programme. His aim: “Just get 
rid of it and start over again.” 
Hie alternative: Increasing press- . 
ure to scrap the programme en- . 
tirely. 

The reforms are sure to run ’ 
into trouble from lobbying . 
groups that have done much to . 
direct foreign aid funds. Indeed, - 
aid programmes are sprinkled . 
with evidence of the power of. 
special interests and ethnic, 
groups. 


Britain still on the ropes 
as consumers refuse to spend 


LONDON (R) — British retail 
sales suffered an unexpected 0.7 
per cent fall in December, deal- 
ing a blow to hopes of a quick 
rebound in consumer spending 
and the economy. 

The gloomy figures from the 
Central Statistical Office dis- 
appointed economists who had 
expected sales to rise and sug- 
gested the long-awaited recovery 
was far from guaranteed. 

But the government put a 
brave face on the figures, insist- 
ing that the trend in sales was still 
upwar d s. 

“We were hoping for a some- 
what better figure but yon have to 
look at the underlying trend and 
that is still upwards,” said 
Stephen Dorrell, financial secret- 
ary to the treasury. 

The new data prompted fears 
of a harsh spring in which recent 
sparks of life in the recession- 


battered economy could be ex- 
tinguished by consumers’ unwil- 
lingness to spend. The fell in 
December sales followed un- 
changed sales in November. 

“Whatever recovery there 
might have been in consumer 
confidence has not led to a rise in 
actual sales. Worries about un- 
employment are still a big drag on 
demand,” said Jeremy Hawkins, 
senior economic adviser at Bank 
of America in London. 

Economists said the honeymoon 
period that Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Norman Lamont has 
enjoyed since the pound left the 
European Community's ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM) 
currency grid in mid-September 
might have ended. 

Since the pound left the ERM 
interest rates have been cut in 
four stages to seven per cent to 


help end Britain’s longest races- - 
skm since die 1930s, but the < 
economy remains fragile. 

Chancellor Lamont has so far 
held fire on further interest rate • 
cuts, but his hand may be forced 
if the recovery fails to take root, , 
economists said. 

Mr. Lamont’s freedom to cut 
rates depends heavily on the 
strength of the pound and under- 
lying inflation, which crept up to 
a year-on-year rate of 3.7 percent 
in December, uncomfortably 
dose to the top of the govern- 
ment's one to four per cent target 
range- 

The sales figures followed a 
consumer confidence survey from 
research groups Gallup and Busi- 
ness Strategies Ltd. published 
which showed consumer confi- 
dence fell to its lowest in two 
years in the final quarter of 1992. 


S. Africa faces tough challenges 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa can expect a modest 
revival in its economy in 1993 
after three successive years of 
shrinkage, an International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) report has 
said. 

But it warned that broad-based 
political consensus was needed 
soon on a medium-term econo- 
mic programme to achieve sus- 
tainable recovery. 

“Increased uncertainty over 
South Africa's political future has 
manifested itself in a marked 
worsening of both consumer and 
investor confidence,” the report 
said. 

The report, released by the 
finance ministry, was compiled 
by IMF staff after a visit for 
annual consultations at the end of 
August. 

It listed significant challenges 
and a need for reforms balancing 
policies that address acute social 
problems and those that promote 
growth. 

“Without serious social prog- 
ress, the conditions for economic 
growth are unlikely to prevail,” it 
said, but it added: 

“The pursuit of policies of so- 


cial betterment to the detriment 
of economic growth wilt not allow 
the resources to be generated that 
might underpin sustainable social 
advancement.” 

It predicted the economy, sap- 
ped by recession, drought, uncer- 
tainty and depressed prices in 
world markets for gold and other 
exports, would shrink two per 
cent in 1992. 

It would expand by 13 per cent 
in 1993. But. with the population 
growing an estimated 2.5 per cent 
a year, minimal average annual 


growth of 3.25 per cent was 
needed over the medium term. 

Major investment would be 
needed to achieve this. The rate 
of gross domestic investment 
would have to rise from 17 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP) to around 27 per cent or 
an average 23 per cent in coming- 
years. 

The report expressed concern 
over the government’s runaway 
budget deficit, which is expected 
to widen to seven per cent of 
GDP in the 1992/3 fiscal year. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

2 bedrooms, living room, dining room, kitchen, 2 bath- 
rooms, glassed veranda/garden. Independent heating 
with telephone etc. 

Location: Between 4th and 5th Circles. Overlooking Wadi 
Saqra. Jabal Amman. 

Call tel, 837690, from 9 am- 6 p.m. 


^FOR SALE 

1982 Mercedes 20OT - Station Wagon - excellent 
condition. Auto, transmission - electric windows 
- central lock. A/C - sun root - comprehensive 
insurance valid till 30/7/93. Colour: white. 

Final price: JD 19,500 

To inspect, please call: 671500 

from 9-1 — 4-6 p.m. 


REQUIRED 

Looking for an apartment for rent. 

Unfurnished. 3 bedrooms. Between the 3rd and 4th 
Circles only. 

Kindly contact 641273/4 ext: 214 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Jabal Amman between 4th and 5th 
Circles. 2 double bedrooms, open lounge/ 
dining, 2 bathrooms, laundry, well fitted kitchen, 
quality furniture throughout, veranda overlooks 
splendid garden, central heating 1 . 

PH. Issam 687825(h) or 604200(w) 8:30-4:30 


Link yourself 
with yourself! 

“Wear your birthstone" 

All stones in 18 & 21 k gold. 
Unique designs. 

^ Dajani Jewellers 
Amra Hotel 
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World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, JANUARY 23, : ^ 



Russian soldier killed in Bosnia; 
Mostar under heavy shelling 


SARAJEVO (AP) — A Russian 
peacekeeper was killed when he 
stepped on a landmine in Croatia 
and Serb gunners bombarded the 
western Bosnian town of Mostar 
after 40 days of calm, reports said 
Friday. 

A U.N. spokesman in the 
Croatian capital Zagreb, Sergio 
Appolonio, said 20-year-old Sgt. 
Alexander Butorin, was killed in 
eastern Croatia Wednesday. 

Another Russian soldier on 
patrol with him was wounded by 
shrapnel and hospitalised near 
the eastern Croatian city of 
Osijek, Mr. Appolonio said. It is 
unclear why news of the incident 
was first released Friday. 

Russia contributed a 900-man 
infantry battalion to the U.N. 
force in June and agreed in July 
to send 400 more soldiers. 

The move has been controver- 
sial and the soldier's death could 
further inflame Russian national- 
ists opposed to Russia's participa- 
tion in the peacekeeping force. 
The nationalists regard Serbs as 
“brother Slavs” who should be 
defended, not censured. 

Sgt. Butorin was the 24th U.N. 
soldier killed in former Yugosla- 
via since peacekeepers were de- 
ployed last year. More than 300 
have been wounded. 

Croatian officials in Mostar re- 
ported that the town, in western 
Bosnia-Herzegovma, came under 
heavy artillery fire from nearby 
Serb forces Friday after weeks of 
calm. There was no immediate 
reports of casualties. 

Veso Vegar. a spokesman for 
the Croatian Defense Council in 
Mostar, also reported sporadic 
shooting between Croats and 
Muslims in the central Bosnian 
town of Gomji Vakuf despite a 
ceasefire agreed upon Wednes- 
day. 

On Thursday, Bosnian TV 
charged that Serb warplanes 


attacked the eastern, 
government-held town of Srebre-. 
nica. 

Earlier this week, a Bosnian 
Serb Assembly accepted constitu- 
tional principles of a peace plan 
■worked out by U.N. and Euro- 
pean Community mediators. 

Muslims and Croats have ten- 
tatively accepted the plan, but 
not without reservations. U.N. 
spokesman Fred Eckhard said the 
peace talks, which resume Satur- 
day in Geneva, will focus on the 
proposed boundaries for 10 
autonomous provinces. 

Despite warnings from the in- 
ternational community that Serb 
acceptance must be uncondition- 
al, the Bosnian Serb parliament 
insisted on their right to self- 
determination, a demand flatly 
rejected in the. talks. 

The right to self-determination 
infers that in the future, Bosnian 
Serbs could opt to join neigh- 
bouring Serb-dominated Yugos- 
lavia. 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Haris Silajdzic told Bosnian tele- 
vision he was not optimistic about 
the Geneva peace talks, saying he 
thought the Serbs would not 
abide by any agreement. 

“Any kind of drawing of maps 
is the aggressors* achievement. 
So without any doubt we can see 
that the aggressor, through the 
shedding of blood, has achieved 
his goal," he said. 

In Washington, the incoming 
administration echoed Mr. Sila- 
jdzic's pessimism, noting the 
ferocity of the fighting and the 
fact that previous commitments 
have been broken. 

Richard Boucher, spokesman 
for Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, said his new boss' 
supports foe negotiating process, 
but “expressed doubts about 
w h etitcr (peace) can realistically 
be achieved." 


Fighting in Bosnian broke out 
in March after Muslims and 
Croats declared independence 
from Serb-dominated Yugosla- 
via. About 18,000 people have 
been killed, and probably many 
more, since Serbs rebelled 
against Muslims and Croats who 
voted to seek independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

Seventy per cent of the repub- 
lic has been seized by Serbs, who 
made up one-third of Bosnia's 
prewar population. Croats 
occupy most of the remaining 
territory. 

Under the proposed peace 
plan, Serbs would control about 
40 per cent of the republic. 

Sarajevo Radio reported a 
fierce morning shelling of tbe old 
centre of the Bosnian capital, 
where foe repulic’s Muslim-led 
government has been under a 
Serb siege for nine months. 

Sniper fire intensified in other 
parts of the capital, it said, while 
Serb- Muslim, Serb-Croat and 
Muslim-Croat dashes have con- 
tinued elsewhere in Bosnia's 
tri polar civil war. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency said Croatian 
Armed Forces has launched 
attacks against foe rebel Serb 
state of Krajina in Croatia. 

The latest flare-ups further 
clouded prospects for any quick 
breakthroughs in Geneva, where 
foe three warring groups are due 
tt> resume negotaitions Saturday 
with international mediators 
Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen. 

Serbia's hardline nationalist 
leader. President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Mn utea cg rin President 
Momrr Bulaiovk, and Dobrica 
Cosic, foe president of rump 
Yugoslavia, all planned to join 
foe negotiations along with Bos- 
nia's ethnic leaders. 

“We are now at the turning 
point — either towards peace or 


towards total war," Mr. Cosic 


(SRNA) ! 
from the 


The Serb News Agency 
said Croatian forces 
Orasje . area rained 
120mm mortars on the north Bos- 
nian land corridor linking Serbia 
with Serb-held territories in 
Croatia. 

Serb military sources also said 
their positions in the nearby town 
of Brocko came under 
machmegun fire and that occa- 
sional artillery and infantry duels 
broke out overnight throughout 
the area. 

Serb defenders of the east Bos- 
nian village of Skelani, where 
fierce battles with Muslims raged 
over foe past two weeks, consoli- 
dated their lines and Friday 
morning was quiet there without 
even sporadic small arms fire, 
Tanjug said: 

NATO's commander in 
Europe said Thursday military 
pressure could be- used in former 
Yugoslavia only in support of a 
political solution, not to force an 
end to the conflict. 

“We will use military forces to 
strengthen the political process as 
opposed to trying to find a milit- 
ary solution,’' U.S. General John 
Shalikashvili told Reuters- in an 
interview at Supreme Headquar- 
ters Allied Powers Europe. 

“There is a strong commitment 
...to make the political process 
work," he said. 

Measures to tighten U.N. eco- 
nomic sanctions against Serbia 
and its tiny ally Montenegro or 
using warplanes to enforce the 
“no-fly" zone over Bosnia were 
examples, he said. 

Asked whether more could be 
done to try to force an end to the 
fighting, such as attacking Serb 
artillery that is shelling Sarajevo, 
Gen. Shalikashvili said: “These 
sorts of things are ex t raordinarily 

difficult. 


The fre i ghter Dolphin l, registered in the tiny 
Caribbean nation of Saint Vincent and the Grena- 
dines, b docked in foe harbour of Taranto after it 
was stopped as it approached tbe Strait of Otranto 
b etwee n Italy and Albania. Tbe freighter was 


fa d erce pt ed by an allied warship while trying to 
break a U.N. embargo against the former Yugosla- 
via and was transporting weapons, NATO southern 
command stated (AFP photo) 


Australia: Khmer Rouge 
too weak to block polls 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Two key 
players m the Cambodian peace 
process said Friday that U.N.- 
organised general elections would 
go ahead even without foe Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla faction, which 
refuses to take part. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans said this could 
mean a new government being 
formed while up to 20 per cent of 
tbe country remained under 
Khmer Rouge control. 

But he. said the guerrillas were 
not strong enough to seriously 
disrupt the elections in May, the 
diraax to the U.N.'s largest 
peacekeeping operation. 

Evans and his Indonesian 
counterpart AH Alatas, co- 
chairmen of a 1991 Paris confer- 
ence at which the peace agree- 
ment was signed, arrived in 
Phnom Penh Friday for talks with 
U.N. officials and Cambodian 
leaders. 

Khmer Rouge Leader Khieu 
Samphan told Mr. Alatas in 
Bangkok Thursday that it was 


impossible for his party to take 
part in foe elections under cur- 
rent conditions. 

The, U.N. Security Council has 
seta Jan. 31 deadline for comple- 
tion of voter registration but the 
Khmer Rouge has resisted 
attempts to register people living 
in zones it controls. 

After talks with Lieutenant- 
General John Sanderson, military 
commander of the 22,000-strong 
U.N. Transitional Authority m 
Cambodia, Mr. Evans said he 
was convinced the Khmer Rouge 
would not threaten the bolding of 
elections. 

“His very clearly and per- 
suasively expressed view to me 
was they don't.. .there is simply 
not the capability to mount a 
substantial disruption of foe elec- 
tion campaign let alone re-engage 
in a foil scale civil war," Mr. 
Evans said. 

"I discussed with him very folly 
tbe basis for that assessment and I 
think it is a plausible and persua- 
sive case.” 


Haiti army discord 
persists after mutiny 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Discontent smoldered among 
foe rank-and-file of Haiti's milit- 
ary a day after an attempted 
mutiny at a base outside the 
capital, diplomats said Thursday. 

An army statement late 
Wednesday declared the brief 
mid-day revolt was over and said 
one soldier was arrested and four 
others fled. It called the disturb- 
ances “politically motivated”. 

The disturbances were the first 
report of open insubordination 
since the army sent President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide into exile 
in September. One diplomat liv- 
ing in Haiti said the brief mutiny 
reflected continuing unrest 
among tro^rs and some officers 


up to the rank of colonel. 

He said soldiers and police are 
concerned that array chief Gen. 
Raoul Cedras will make conces- 
sions in negotiations to allow the 
return of Mr. Aristide, the na- 
tion's first democratically elected 
leader. 

The diplomat and a prominent 
businessman close to Prime 
Minister Marc Bazin also backed 
re p o r t s that soldiers bad arrested 
an army major several days ago 
who had ordered them to give up 
their weapons. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

A Western diplomat, also 1 de- 
manding anonymity, minimised 
the importance of Wednesday’s 
disturbance. 


"23 hurt in Bogota blasts 


BOGOTA (R) — Two powerful 
bombs exploded outside a pizzer- 
ia and a military headquarters 
Thursday night, injuring at least 
23 people and wrecking cars and 
buildings in the Colombian capit- 
al. police and witnesses said. 

The most serious attack hap- 
pened in the north of the city, 
where a car bomb which police 
said contained 80 kilos (176 
pounds) of dynamite blasted a 
large crater in the ground, wreck- 
ed a pizzeria and destroyed the 
front of a 15-storey office build- 

Sevenieen people were hurt in 
the blast, most of them cut by 
flying glass, but intial police re- 
ports said there were no deaths. 
The majority of the injured were 
treated in hospital and released 
soon afterwards. 

The second explosion, which 
came in the early hours of Friday, 
happened outside a military 
battalion headquarters in the 
north of Bogota. 

Security sources said a night 
watchman in a nearby apartment 


building noticed two men 
apparently preparing a bomb and 
yelled at -them. 

The two men fit a fuse and 
drove off at high speed. Moments 
later, the bomb exploded, blow- 
ing a 1-L4 metre (five foot) deep 
hole in the road, injuring at least 
six people and seriously damag- 
ing three apartment building. 

The military battalion head- 
quarters was not damaged and 
police said the men had been 
surprised before they were able 
to plant the bomb in the place 
they wanted. 

Security sources also said a 
third device was defused under 
one of the capital's main road 
bridges. The bomb was intended 
to destroy the bridge but was 
discovered by police acting on a 
tipoff from an informer. 

Police immediately set up 
roadblocks and combed the city 
for any agn of the bombers. 
Radio reports said two men had 
been detained during the early 
hoars of Friday suspected of in- 
volvement in the blasts. 


Baird withdraws nomination 
for U.S. attorney general 


WASHINGTON (R) — Zoe 


Baird withdrew Friday as 
President Bill Clinton's nominee 
for attorney general, bowing to 
mounting political press u re over 
the hiring of illegal aliens to work 
in her home. 

Ms. Baird. 40, a corporate 
lawyer and former White House 
aide, said in a letter to Mr. 
Clinton: “I am surprised at the 
extent of the public reaction, but 
face the reality that this situation 
affects my ability to achieve foe 
goals we both have for the De- 
partment of Justice." 

Mr. Clinton issued a statement 
calling her “a gifted attorney, and 
a woman of decency and integri- 
ty" and said he bopwd she would 
be available for other assign- 
ments. 

Ms. Baird, who would have 
been foe first woman to hold the 
post, said she had been “forth- 
right about the circumstances sur- 
rounding my child care situation 
from the beginning.’' 

Mr. Clinton, who accepted Ms. 
Baird's request to withdraw “with 
sadness,” took the blame for 
failing to fully weigh the impact 
of what he referred to as “the 
child care matter.” 

“Clearly, our review process 
prior to her selection failed to 
evaluate this issue completely," 
Mr. Clinton said. “For that. I 
take full responsibility." 

The White House said there 
was no word on the next Clinton 
nominee. Ms. Baird was one of a 


number of prominent women 
lawyers and judges who were 
considered after the November 
election. 


Support for Ms. Baird began to 
crumble Thursday under the 
weight of public opinion polls 
showing strong disapproval of her 
and a flood of messages to mem- 
bers of the Senate Jufodary Com- 
mittee considering her nomina- 
tion. 


An ABC News/ Washington 
Port poll of 515 Americans re- 
leased late Thursday showed 
nearly six out of 10 felt she should 
not be nominated and eight out of 
10 thought foe hiring of the illegal 
immigrants was wrong. A CNN/ 
Gallup poll found similar views. 

Two Democrats, Bennett 
Johnston of Louisiana and 
Richard Shelby of Alabama, 

I Ms. Baird to step down and 
Democrats were on the 
verge of following suit. 

Five Republicans have also had 
said they would oppose Ms. 
Baird, putting her confirmation 
in jeopardy despite President 
Clinton's support. Democrats 
have a 57-43 Senate majority. 

The Senate has confirmed all of 
Mr. Clinton's other cabinet 
nominations. 


Ms. Baird, on tbe second day 
of her Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee confirmation hearing Thurs- 
day. refused to quit, saying: “I 
don’t believe that would be 
appropriate. 


CIS debates future, nuclear arms 


MINSK, Belarus (R) — Com- 
monwealth leaders met Friday in 
an effort to head off disintegra- 
tion of foe ailing post-Soviet com- 
munity and resolve a festering 
dispute over control of nuclear 
arms. 

On a cold drizzly morning in 
foe Belarussian capital, Minsk, 
prime minister and presidents ar- 
rived in blade Limousines at the 
former Communist Party head- 
quarter which now serves as 
nerve-centre for the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(OS). 

Flags of the 10 member-states 
hung over foe entrance-way of 
tbe four-storey brown concrete 
building as Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kravchuk and other 
leaders arrived. 

Hie summit had been post- 
poned three times while member 
states wrangled over key issues 
and sought ways of keeping 
powerful Ukraine within their 
ranks. 

Ukraine^ with 176 strategic 
missiles on its soil, has vowed to 
rid itself of foe weapons, but is 
resisting Russian demands that it 
surrender all control over the 
weapons to Russia. 

Asked what he expected of the 
meeting, Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin told reporters: “The 
strengthening of foe Common- 
wealth and its processes of in- 
tegration which I believe will 
move ahead quite energetically in 
1993.” 

“Today is the start of deeper 
integration." 

Mr. Yeltsin, speaking earlier as 
he left Moscow, said foe Com- 


monwealth must agree on a 
blueprint that all member nations 
can sign. Ukraine has already 
said it will not sign an existing 
draft statute, arguing it would 
have to cede too much sovereign- 
ty- 

“We can't allow a (situation 
where a) Central Asian Bloc led 
by Kazakhstan goes off on its 
own,” he said. 

Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Alexander Sbokhin said Rus- 
sia would approve the draft OS 
charter on integration — vital if 
the grouping is not to fade into 
irrelevance — but added it was 
not expected tbe document would 
be signed Friday. 

A core of Central Asian repub- 
lics along with Russia has made it 
dear it will sign a charter. But if 
Ukraine and others — possibly 
including Moldova — refuse, this 
could lead to formation of a 
two-tier community with some 
states assuming a form of associ- 
ate membership. 

The presidents and 'prime 
ministers were tackling a com- 
bined agenda of 24 points includ- 
ing foe charter and proposed 
creation of an inter-state bank to 
dear transactions between mem- 
ber states. The breakdown of any 
reliable mechanism to transfer 
money between CIS countries is a 
major obstacle to trade. 

Belarussian leader Stanislav 
Shnshkevich said he was ready to 
sign the controversial draft char- 
ter on integration but, highlight- 
ing divisions that dog tbe CIS, 
insisted his republic would not 
endorse any of its provisions on 
collective security. 

Belarus, unlike Kazakhstan 


and 


Ukraine, fully accepts the 
jle of Russian ownership of 
• Soviet nuclear missiles on 
its tem> y. 

Kravchuk suggested he saw a 
future for the Commonwealth,, 
contradicting comments at past 
summits that it was without hope. 
But Kiev insists it will not sign foe 
present draft charter. 

“We have come with hope of 
constructive cooperation,” be 
told Reuters. “We have a series 
of interesting proposals.” 

He compared Ukraine's posi- 
tion in the Commonwealth with 
that of Denmark in the European 
Community. 

Hie Community, be said, waits 
and respects Denmark's 
sovereignty while Copenhagen 
decides whether to opt for closer 
integration. 

A draft version of the charter 
made available to Reuters out- 
lined several CIS '“spheres of 
joint activity" including human 
rights, foreign and defence^joli- 
cy, defence of external borders, 
transport, communications, 
health and “cooperation in form- 
ing and developing a common, 
economic area.” 

To win over sceptics, it stresses 
that all members are indepen- 
‘ dent, sovereign and equal part- 
ners and says those that do not 
want to play a full role can be 
associate CIS members. 

Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Leonid Kuchma played down dif- 
ferences with Moscow over the 
key nuclear weapons issne. 

Asked how he expected the 
dispute to be solved, be said 
bluntly. “It is solved. We have no 
problems.'' 


Angola rebels capture more foreigners 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan rebels 
said they had captured four more 
foreigners in the northern oil 
town of Soyo and threatened to 
open fire at oil rigs and other 
installations within 24 hours. 

Tbe radio of the rebel move- 
ment UNITA said it had fonnd a 
German, a Briton and two In- 
donesians biding in Soyo, which 
fell to UNITA earlier this week. 

UNITA (the National Union 
for the Total Independence of 
Angola) now bolds 20 foreigners 
— 13 Portuguese, two Britons, a 
German, ail Argentine, a 
Mozambican and the two Indone- 
sians. 

It originally caught 16, not 17 
as reported earlier, the radio 
said. 

In the capital, Luanda a state- 
ment from the Angolan Armed 
Forces Command confirmed that 


government forces lost Soyo, on 
tbe Atlantic coast 300 kilometres 
north of Luanda, after two days 
of intense fighting. 

The Soyo area produces about 
a third df the 550,000 barrels of 
oil a day that Angola produces 
and its loss will be a major blow 
to foe government's financial 
position. 

The rebel radio, foe Voice of 
the Resistance of the Black Cock- 
erel, advised foreign oil experts 
and Angolan workers to leave oil 
installations within 24 houra 
“because foe guns seized from 
the MPLA (ruling party) will 
soon begin singing." 

It said MiG warplanes of the 
Angolan Air Force were already 
bombing oil wells and some were 
on fire. It did not elaborate. 

Some pro-government troops 
had escaped to rigs offshore but 


UNITA was setting up security 
posts along the coast, it added. 

Joaquim David, bead of foe 
state oil company Sonangol, said 
the Kifanquena onshore export 
terminal at Soyo was paralysed 
and lost output. 

Texaco Panama Inc Angola 
and Fina Petroleos de Angola, 
which together produce 91,000 
BPD offshore and 27,000 BPD 
onshore output at Soyo, have 
suspended operations. Elf Ex- 
ploration Angola is continuing to 
produce 160,000 BPD offshore. 

The government said the battle 
was continuing for the central city 
of Huamba, Angola's second city 
and the UNITA headquarters. 

It described tbe city as the 
“Beirut of Africa” and said the 
rebels bad failed to take govern- 
ment buildings there. 


Salvage tug battles supertanker blaze off Indonesia 


SINGAPORE (AP) — A salvage 
tug battled the flames on an oil 
supertanker that had collided 
with another tanker off northern 
Indonesia, tbe ship’s owners said 
Friday. 

At least one of the cargo tanks 
on foe 260,000-tonne Maersk 
Navigator, which was carrying 
nearly two million barrels of oil, 
Was ruptured, spilling crude into 
tbe sea as it drifted in a north- 
westerly direction. 

The first salvage tug reached 
the burning ship early Friday and* 
more were due later, but it was 
expected to take day; to bring foe 
blaze under control, said a 
kesman for the A.P. Moller 
. of Copenhagen, the owner of 
the Maersk Navigator. 

There were fears earlier that 
tbe spill threatened environmen- 
tal disaster for the coasts of In- 
donesia, Thailand and Malaysia. 

The ship was near the northern 
entrance to one of the world’s 
busiest waterways, the Malacca 
Straits between Malaysia and foe 
Indonesian island of Sumatra. 

The Singapore-registered 
Maersk Navigator collided early 
Thursday with tbe Sanko Hon- 
our, another Singapore- 
registered tanker, which was 
empty. 


Both ships bum into flames, 
but no injuries were reported. 

The 24 crew members on the 
4-year-old Maersk Navigator 
abandoned ship and were rescued 
from a lifeboat by the passing 
German container ship DRS 


Atlantic, Moller officials said. 

The Maersk Navigator was car- 
rying 1.865 million barrels (about 
78 million gallons; 297 million 
litres) of crude oD to Japan from 
Oman, a spokesman for General 
Sekiyu that owns part of the oil 
said in Tokyo. 

“Some oil has spilled into the 
sea and is on fire, Moller said in 
a statement issued in Singapore. 

Moller said there was no in- 
dication of the size of tbe spill, 
and the extent of damage to foe 
hull had not been determined. 

Earlier this month, a hurricane 
destroyed a tanker off the Shet- 
land Islands in Scotland, releas- 
ing 24.6 million gallons (93.5 
litres) of oil into the Bay of 
Quendale. The spill, one of foe 
world’s largest, was more than 
twice tbe size of the disastrous 
Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska in 
March 1989. 

There was no immediate word 
on what caused Thursday’s colli- 
sion. It occurred in the Andaman 
Sea about 90 kilometres from 
Banda Aceh on the northern tip 
of the Indonesian island of 
Sumatra. 

The fire on board the 47344- 
tonne Sanko Honour was put out 
by its crewjrf 25, who remained 
on board, a spokesman for Sanko 
Steamship Co. said in Tokyo. 

Sanko managed both die crew 
and vessel, which was chartered 
by Shed International Petroleum 
Co. 

Since both ships are registered 
in Singapore, the Marine Depart- 
ment ordered the crews brought 


here for interrogation. Of the 24 
aboard Navigator, 16 were Sing- 
aporean. 

The Dutch firm Smit Tak Tow- 
age and Salvage is coordinating 
salvage operations under Indone- 
sian supervision, since the colli- 
sion took place m Indonesian 
waters. 

In London, shipping experts 
blamed poor enforcement of safe- 
ty regulations for a series of 
disasters that left a supertanker 
ablaze and gushing oil north of 
Indonesia Friday, and fouled wa- 
ters off Spain, Scotland and Esto- 
nia. 

They acknowledged that bad 
weather, mechanical problems 
and human error figured in foe 
disasters but insisted each horror 
story might have been prevented 
had international tanker traffic 
guidelines been followed. 

“If the regulations are on the 
books but they are not enforced, 
they are meaningless,' 1 said 
Richard Golob, president of 
World Information Systems in 
Cambridge, Mass., which mom- 
tors oil spills. 

Mr. Golob said U.S. laws 
approved in 1990 after the Exxon 
Valdez ran aground m Alaska's 
Prince William Sound, spilling 11 
million gallons (42 million litres), 
already have reduced oil spills in 
U.S. coastal waters. 

Tankers entering Prince Wil- 
liam Sound and Washington 
state's Puget Sound now must be 
escorted by tugs. An escort is 
Credited with preventing another 
tanker from running aground in 


Alaska in October, Mr. Golob 
said. 

Escorts are not required in 
other busy international straits, 
including the Hole, south of foe 
Shetland Islands where foe oil 
tanker Braer’s engines failed in 
severe weather this month. 

Mr. Golob said that enforce- 
ment regulations could have pre- 
vented disaster — even if human 
error or bad weather were to 
blame. 

“You can’t legislate against 
mistakes, but you can make sure 
crews are properly trained," he 
said. 

Faith Yando, editor of the Oil 
Spill Intelligence Report of 
Arlington, Mass., agreed: 

“The .regulations the Interna- 
tional Maritime Organisation 
have already passed would do a 
lot towards preventing spills. 

“The problem is one of en- 
forcement — it is a matter of 
carrots and sticks, and the 
...(Maritime Organisation’s) 
slides are limited/' 

The organisation, a U.N. body 
that oversees maritime safety and 
prevention of pollution from 
ships, is concerned because its 
rules are not enforced by some 
signatory countries, spokesman 
Roger Kohn said. 

Mr. Kohn said some ship own- 
ers take advantage of laxity to 
gain flags for ships that are not 
seaworthy. 

Poorer countries often do not 
have the resources or training to 
perform safety checks on ships, 
he said. At a meeting in April, 


the International Maritime Orga- 
nisation will consider how to help 
them. 

“We’re looking at how to press- 
ure or assist countries into enforc- 
ing regulations.” Mr. Kohn said. 

But he added that ultimately it 
is the ship owner who is responsi- 
ble for uie seaworthiness of his 
vessel. 

Nina Sankovitch, a tanker safe- 
ty expert with the Natural Re- 
sources Defence Council, with 
headquarters in New York, con- 


Sbe said that in the absence of 
strict enforcement, “there's the 
reaction on the part of tanker 
owners that no one is watching 
them to be sure they are playing 
by tbe rules. 

“Ship owners are cutting 
maintenance and cutting crews, 
and are toying to save time on 
voyages by going through bad 
weather and environmentally 
sensitive areas.” 

Environmentalists renewed 
pleas for faster introduction of 
double-hulled tankers, barring 
tankers from environmentally 
sensitive areas, and broadening 
requirements that escort tugs 
accompany ships through difficult 


All tankers entering U.S. wa- 
ale 


teis must have double hulls by 
2015. The International Maritime 
Organisation adopted a similar 
but milder rule. Fewer than 10 
per cent of the world’s 3,200 
tankers have double hulls, Ms. 
Sankovitch said. 


Swiss winter 
resorts worry at 
lack of snow 


ZURICH (R) — Swiss ski resorts 
are desperately waiting for snow: 
Unusual weather since before 
Christmas has brought warm 
temperatures but no heavy snow- 
falls to tbe Alps, playing havoc 
with tbe country’s sports prog- 
ramme. A spokesman for tbe 
Swiss Ski Federation said 
Wednesday that it had already 
been forced to cancel, postpone 
or relocate over half of itswuner 
programme of international dow- 
nhill, slalom and cross-country 
races. The exclusive eastern win- 
ter resort at St. Mortiz is using 
snow cannons to cover the frozen 
lake with the required 10. cn 
(four inches) of snow for winter 
golf, polo and horse racing cham- 
pionships planned for foe . next 
few weeks. “If there is no snow in- 
tbe next 10 days then it will. get 
critical," Hans-Rudoif Baumann, 
spokesman for the Swiss Federa- 
tion of Cable Car Companies, - 
said. 






The stuff that 
presidents are 
made of 


WASHINGTON (R) — So, you 
want your kid to grow up to be , 
president? Herewith a formula . 
for past success of the 40 presi- 
dents: Move to Virginia: (eight 
presidents) and have a Scorpio or 
Aquarian batty (five presidents 
under each sign). Barring that, . 
try Ohio (seven presidents). Be 
an Episcopalean (12) of English 
origin (18) or at foe very least- 
some combination of English. Ir- 
ish, Scottish and Welsh (17).' 
Choose year first or second child 
(24) for the job. and if it’s a boy, 
have him many a woman from 
New York (nine), or at least Ohio 
or Virginia (six each), and hope 
that he's tall. Then get him to. 
have 3.75 children. Whatever you 
do, don't have foe baby in a_ 
Hospital. Only one president* - 
Jimmy Carter, was bom in one. 
Send him (or her) to law school, 
make sure he or she passes the 
bar (25) and suggest a move to 
New York before the election. It 
wouldn’t hurt however to first be 
a member of Congress (24) or a 
governor (15), and military ser- 
vice (26) is probably a good idea, 
although Bill Clinton has perhaps 
put that caveat to rest fora while. 
Being vice president isn’t a bad 
line on the resume (14), either. It 
doesn't matter if your father 
wasn’t a statesman — only five 
presidents’ fathers were, but note 
that 16 were businessmen. Tbe 
most common . profession of 
fathers of presidents? planters or 
farmers produced 21, or over 
half, of the nation's 40 presidents. 
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Apology stops flap 
over French- 
Canadian 
tourists 


MIAMI (R) — - French- 
Canadians tourists got an apology 
from a Florida publication that IJ| 
had poked fan at them as ugly, fat 
and cheap, and they called off 
their planned demonstrations. 

The war of words, which . has 
made headlines in Canada and 
prompted Canadian officials to 
fly down here, began after XS, a- 
local entertainment tabloid news- 
paper, referred to foe Frencb- 
Canadians as “kissing cousins of 
the great white whale/' It ended 
with an apology and a pledge that 
ft won't happen again, spokes- 
men for the Frencb-Canadian 
Community said. “I'm satisfied,/ 
Vincent Della Noce, a member of 
Canada's parliament who flew id 
Hollywood, Florida, this week, to 
denounce XS. The French- 
Canadian group here bad held 
press conferences and plamiedlo 
protest outside the Fort Lander- 
dale Sun-Sentinel, which is' part 
of foe same company as XS. They 
called off the protests after, an 
apology from Mitch Gohtb.de-01 
velopment director for foe Sun- 
Sentinel Co., said Barry "$acbar- ! 
ow, marketing director ai -'L*-. 
Soleil De La Fkmdd, a local 
French language publication 
which has been at the centre of 
the controv e rsy. Mr. Sashara* 
said he was ass ur ed ' thar~%5 -i 
would not “single out" Frtsacb- 
Canadians for ridicule, next year- 


Rare tiger kills > 

poacher in Russia: 


MOSCOW 

. ’ , f — n -HMy, pmjg; 

tiger in tbe Russian Fjar^£a$ 
killed a poacher who wasafa? 
the animal's valuable pelt, l£AR; 
TASS News Agency said. -Foba 
said foe poacher’s mutilated rbod) 
was found near foe village ^ 
Rudn aya Pristan. It .■gave^fl* 
further details- A local 
totid TASS that foe tigers 
tried to avoid people but:: 
hunters were keen to get 
foe pelts which could bd:aol 
abroad for up ,to 51(J,00fr. > -' 
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